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against the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition’s (IFFC) Presidential Forum. Now that the
IFFC Forum is over, I would like to submit supplemental evidence to my original
complaint that further proves that the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition was not acting in
accordance with the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971.

The five potential candidates who atténded the IFFC March 7, 2011 Formn 'weze not
chesen using “pre-ssmblished objective criteria,” the event did not meet the broad FEC
definition for a debate and the non-profit hosting organization clearly supported certain
potestial dansdsdates for Fedamat Qffice abome cikexs.

Large Medis and Public Turnont

The Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition held its Presidential Forum on March 7, 2011. An
audience of between 1,000 - 2,000 were reported to have attended, plus “150 state,
national and international media representatives covered the event.” (Attachment 1) The
format was not a true debate, but the format was separate speeches where “each of five
candidates md 10 minutes to make an impression on an eager audienve.” (Attachsment 2)

Ths foms Faith & Frasdom Coalitien constanity nefesrad t the partizimenis as
“candidsitzs.” it stutad an itn owm wehsite, “Dan’t mise the mast enciting palitical event
ever hald in Iowa’s presidential caucus history!” (Attechment 3) Its Press Release -
continues, “This collection of speakers marks the first event of its kind in the 2012 race.”
(Attachment 3) “There will be candidate and issue-oriented literature tables for you to
browse. There will be opportunities for you to interact with e candidaes.” (Attachment
3)

Govenwor Terry Braantad of Joora opened tie evoning by telling dro awlionve: “This is the
first signifixmst event of the cramus rewsom” He nsSanad to timom: Risonuling ab “valuabix”
pottniial supperters.” (Attacionest 4) ia bis speesh, Gov. Branstad staterd, “T eosed. wam to
know, these people of Faith & Freedom here tonight are people who show up at
caucuses.” (Attachment 2)
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Steve Scheffler, President of the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition, reiterated that point in
his speech, “Yhis is the start of the 2012 presidenttial caucus process,” (Attachment ).
Ralph Reed, Nationnl Chaiane= of the Faifh & Freedom Coalition, warmed up the
audiemme with: “Are yau ready {0 begin the proesss of chossing Barack Oixgma's
suecessar kre in lowa?” (Attazhement S)

Attendees used this opportunity to evaluate the “candidates.” “I thought he (Herman
Cain) was a very chariamatic, dynamic gentlaman,” said Kay Quirk, a Republican who
drove three bours down from Starm Lake, in northwest Iowa. Quirk said she had “signed
up for Cain's emails and would consider caucusing for him.” (Attachment 4)

Attackhrg Other Pdtential Candidates

TheIowaFmﬂx&FreedomCodinummmuasmMmgmgmmonof
an educational forum, but allowed speakers and even Ralph Reed to attack other potential
candidates. “Quie potentiot caedidate wito wight: szt bave dotio a fledgling candidacy any
goed at this weext was Indiana Gav. Misch Daniels. His cal! last month for o truoe en
social issnes was roundly macked by speakers (Rick) Santorum and Ralph Reed, national
chairman of the Faith & Freedom Coalition.” (Attachment 2) Along with mocking
Indlana Gov. Mitch Daniels, Mr. Keed’s opening call to choose Barack Obama’s
suecéssor violates the nevvality guidelines of the FEC: “Nonprofit organizations. .. which
do nut endo=se, support, or oppoze political sundidates or political parties m=y stage
candidace debutes™ (Astachmeenx 13).

News Ceverage

Press reports generally referred to the IFFC Forum as the kick-off of the 2012 Republican

The Washington Post: “The 2012 Republican Presidential race for conservative Christian
hearts and minds and votes got off to an unbelievable sturt yesterday.” (Attachment 6)

Real Clear Politics: “The 2012 presidential nominating season officially began last night
as five potactial Repubdican comstenders apnesand at.a foram eutsyie Dos Majves hosted
by the Jowa Faith snd Fraedam Coalition.” (Attachmmt 7)

Salon: “The 2012 lowa cauans campaign kicked off in a cherch on Monday night”
(Attachment 8)

CBS News: “Organizers cast as the kickoff to the nominating contest in the key first-in-

- the-nation voting state.” (Attachment 9)

The Des Moines Register: “Tt was the first group appearance of the developing campaign
for the Iowa caucuses and an opportunity for a first impression with an active and loyal
segment of the Repisblizen cxmes cbactomte.” (Attachomani 1)
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Politico: “The state's first big event of the presidential campaign season, the Iowa Faith
and Freedom Coalition forum” (Attachment 16)

NPR: “The 2012 Republican primary kicked off in eamnest. The occasion was an Iowa
forum sponsomed by Raipi Reasd's Faith and Froedmn Coxsitisn™ (Attacinent 17)

My Complaint Received Widespread Coverage

News of my complaint received extensive coverage in Iowa and throughout the country,
including: Associated Press, Chicago Tribune, Des Moines Register, Sioux City Journal,
CBS News, The San Francisco Chronicle, Mother Jones, the Daily Caller, The Atlantic,
WHO-TV, RCCI-TV, WHO Tak Radio, KGAN-TV Cedar Rapids and dozens of other
telcvision, radio, newspapers, magazines and blogs which covered my initial corplaint
against the [owa Faith & Freedom Cealition, Steve Scheffler and his Iown Christian
Allintee, (Attazieaem 14).

Objective vs. Subjective Criteria

After my complaint was filed (MUR 6459), Steve Scheffler stated *Potential candidates
were invited based on an objective criteria of viability, fundraising ability, and prior
electoral success.” (Attachment 10) This is vastly different than the reason Mr. Scheffler
gave reporters before the complaint was filed on why I was not invited to participate.
Originally Mr. Schreffer suid: “Karger’s foous or gay rights makes Ivim = marpinal
camdbme. .. He’s pit one iswm sud in my opisiion that dars not musike hinr » serioss or
legiticente camfidfite™ (Attachnrmat 15).

Mr. Sakaffler later claimad he used viststity as a messure, which was purely subjective
on his part, without some quantjtative measure. Since no one has engaged in fundraising
for a Presidential race, he could 5ot have used that. He could not have used elective
history as he claimed, because not everyone invited had one. So, what were those
“objective™ criteria and how did he apply them?

Drew Klein, orgmnizatiomal direstor the Iowa Faith & ¥reedom Caalition, told tse Dss
Moiies Regiton, “sexuit] orieamtion v sot a criterin fer s lnvmuons He declined to
speaify why Karger venm't inviied.” (Atinchonmt 12)

Mr. Scheffier said, “if's nonsasse in eensides an invitaiion to tle gratp's event as
amounting to am in-kind contribution, because the invitatian has no monetary value.”
(Attachment 11) Mr. Scheffler’s assertion that the Presidential Forum had no monetary
value is untrue. With 150 reporters attending and a live broadcast on CSPAN, the in-kind
contributions to the five speakers was worth millions of dollars.

Plaxe sssep my suppismaits complain te the MUR 6459 file. It coninmns fusthesr
evidepce thet the Iowa Faith & Fromion; Canliiinn’s spensorstip emd finsnning of iis
March 7, 2011 Prasidentind Forum canatituses illegpl ecatribatinns @ the putesdial
casdidains who spoke. They wsra clearly ant chosen ming “pse-nstablished objective
criteria,” the event did not meet the broad FEC definition for a debate and the non-profit
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hosting organization did support and oppase certain candidates for Federal Office above
others.

Ihopethlshelpsmﬁmhmngmyongmleomplmnt. Thank you very much for your
promyi! attention.

Sincerely,

S
fw\g B Ay aslambfpor/

cc: Dustribution
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CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT

State of California )

County of Orange )

On MAM before me Mehdi Zahedi a notary public Personally appeared _____
— FRED S. KARGER -

who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he//she/they executed the same
in his/her/their acthorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the
person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Callfornia that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and officinl seal.

/1Y

Mehdi Zaheds, nowfybubiic .

— OPTIONAL

Though the information below is not required by law, it may prove valuable to person(s) relying on the document and could pre-
vent fraudulent removal and reattachment of this form to another document.

Title or type of Document FEC Wﬂ Zg’"’

Document DateMALLZ_ZQL’__ Number of pages: g (including this page) y
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Bevan, Tom. “Potential 2012 GOP Candidates Convene in Iowa.” Real Clear
Politics. March 8, 2011.
http://www.realc litics.com/articles/2011/03/08/potential candidates convene
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Attachment 8
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http://www.salon.com/news/palitics/war roam/2011/03/08/iowa_cattle call/
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Glover, Mike. “Man Says Iowa Forum Excluded Him Because He’s Gay.” The
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MMMMMM le.com

" Attachment 12

Clayworth, Jason. “5 Potential GOP Camxdidates to Converge at Forum.” The Des
Mstj; Mth 2011. :

GOP-candldates-to-oonverge-at—forum"Rgggster"/oZOStaﬂ%ZOBlogg
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FEC Section 110.13
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Attachmeant 18
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GOP presidential
hopefuls push
moral code at Iowa

forum
Written by

THOMAS BEAUMONT and REID FORGRAVE
10:17 PM, Mar. 7, 2011]

Five Republican presidential prospects
Monday professed before an influential
audience of lowa evangelical conservatives
how religious faith aaghti to blend wih
public life.

But sorma of the five potantat oandidetes
who spoke to the lowa Faith & Freedom
Coalition's spring kickoff event in Waukee

balanced their calls for a more conservative m

oral code with appeals for unity across
the conservative spectrum in trying to solve
the nation's vexing economic problems.

It was tha Rrst group sppearmoe of the

dewveloping cangpalgn for the lowa cauoumes

and ant epporturity for a first impressien
with an active and loyal segment of the
Republican caucus electorate. lawa polls
have shown that aboiit.45 percent of lowa's
caucus and primary voting base consider
themselves evangelical Christians.

However, farmer U.S. House Sgeaker Newt

Gingrich and former Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty slso used their speeches to the
audience of about 1,500 & a Waukes
church to reimind the audience it will take a
unified oonacnaive frant 1o reiuke dm
White House next year.

"We're all going to have to be on the same
team when this is over,” Gingrich said. "it's
going to take all of us to defeat the left."

Gingriah, who last week began raising -
money to explore seeking the 2012
nominatisn, proposesi a sexes of esecutive
orders fhat he srgued could nuuiokly sat a
more sorially eonservativa iane in the
federal governownt.

They include issues that resonated with the
audience at the evangelical, theater-style
suburban church: reinstating policies
banning federal spantding bn international o

- rganizebons that provide abartiano and

alfowing doctors and nuoses in refuseas a
matter of eonscieaea ta perform ebortions.

They also include eliminating the high-level

app for iPhone®

SEE HOWIT
WORKS »

B and iPod touch®

Print Powered By {Id FormatDynamncs )
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White House advisers known by their
opponents as czars and requiring the US.
State Deprartment to move the Aaverican
embassy in {smel te Jerustilem.

Gingrich said in a Des Moines Register
intarview earlie: Eonday that the emay of
presiiential orders would appeal to the

"| entire spectrum of conservatives. -

Gingrich and Pawlenty drew on the
Declaration of independence to support
their argumemts Wmat guvernment service
and celigisws fiiith ave been intetwined
sioae the nation's inoqption.

"Ik mnane that power cames from God to
each one of you personally,” Gingrich said.
"You loan power to the govemment. The
government does not loan power to you."

Pawlenty diso hit the thermes of opposing
aboition rights and gay mwarriege, a
particularly hot issue among conservatives
in howa, whete tird etato supreme couad
strock down a stahitory gay-marniage ban
in 2009.

"We have people in Washington, D.C., who
say marriage will be defined however we
feel like defining it," Pawlenty said. "No, it
won't. it should be defined as between a
man ad a woman."

Eiot he also said Americans venaid base to
coma fogether to solva the natiun's biggeat
challenggs, as they did during pivotal
moments in history.

"This ain't about easy,” he said. "This is
about rollirlg up our sleeves, plowing ahead

and getting the job done.”

Rounding out the presidential prospects
who attenided the evant wecds forrmuor
Godfather's Fizza CEO Hexywen Cain,
former Lagisiana Gov. Buridy Roemsar, nid
former Pemmsylvania &an. Rick Santorura.

About 150 state, national and intemational
media representatives covered the event.

Of the five, Gingrich, Pawlenty and
Santorum have visited lowa most often and
signaled ptems te run all-out fof the
caucuses. Pawianty arid Menday hs wes at
most weels aveay rem an announcament
about his presidential plans.

The balance between social and economic
issues is one that has been an early topic
of debate in the developing Republican
contest.

National Ew#ith & Freadem Cualitiors founder
Ralph Feexd, a featured guest at the event,
jabbed at potential presidential candidate
Mitch Daniols, the govermner of Indiana,

Mom Dilemenn #36:
®% Your daughter insists

> On wearing her princess
¥ costume to the grocery
store. Allow it or not?
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though not by name, for his comment
suggesting soolal issues take a back seat to
the econorily and fedmiul debl.

Daniels was not at the event, nor were
other GOP prospacts iwiuding fomer
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, Mississippi
Gov. Haley Barbour.and former governor of
Alaska and vice presidential candidate
Sarah Palin.

Rewd said social conservatives helped tum
the midterm elections for Republicans last

yeer, and woiild again far the Wiite Houss
in 2012.

"In spite of all the talk of it being about the
economy and jobs - and clearly economy
and jobs were critical - they found that 32
percent of the entire electorate on Nov. 2
was mude up of congervative and
esangelical Christians, wha voted 78-tp-21
Republamn,” Resai eaitl. "And ihey ware the
boeater raehed that drawa the biggaent off-
yeas landslide in a ceutwy, and they will be
key to victory in 2012 again.”

The Des Moines Register’s lowa Poll taken
the week before the 2008 Republican
caucuses showed 46 percent of likely GOP
caucusgoers considered themselves born-
again or fundamentalst Christfans. The
sumee pdil shewed 41 pereent of
Rapiiblican caucusgoers said thay
pmfertad a fiacal conservative; 26 parcent
said a sacial cansesvative.

Santorum said that he had playad key roles
as a member of the U.S. House on
domestic policy, such &s health care and

welfare reform. But he spent most of his
time on his reputation as an abortion
opponent.

Santorum recalled that during his Senate
career he effered tha Bone-Aftre infants
Protection Act, signed by Presidant Gearge
W. Bush in 2002.

"If a child is born as a result of a quote
'botched’ abortion, then that child
entitied to medical protection and entitied
to treatment,” Sarstorum said. *To ny
knowlerige i this casatry it vies only one
person on the flanr of aey state legislature
who stoed un and opoueed it. That
happens ta he the current president of the
United States, who stood up and said he
opposed this bill because it would impinge
on a woman's right on Roe v. Wade."”

Mom Dilemma #36:
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Former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza Herman Cain
shakes hands with Jason Fredregill and his wife,
Wendi, of Ames before the lowa Faith & Freedom
Coliiition spring Kiclef evoalt at Point of Grace
Cliutth in ViimBine. / Jusiin Hayinais/Fiegistr

Former Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer signs a
picture for Jery Litzel of Ames before the
Rmﬂmbmbegmmmndayevq\lm.

Gingrich: Team fumbled news

‘ Former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich

acknowledged in a Des Moines Register irlerview
Monday that his team bobbled the news last week
before the announcemem Thursday that he planned
1o begin raising money to explore seeking the 2012
GOP presidential nomination.

‘Georgia sppeammnoe tea Gays later S he wanid

~ 0 Qu.e

" really st paapie, ani eexe mmo in & while

Top Gingrich adviser Joe Gaylord told the Register
on Tuesday Girgrich plamned to amnoonge during a

form an equisscing casesttes.

Later Tuesday, Gingrich's spokesman and press
secretary Rick Tyles issued a newe release stating
g;':ﬂmmwneMMMmemmw

What Gingrich arcounced Thursday was formation
of a website to aliow him to test the waters with an
eye toward muechicy a cupuign, bt net ssace
himself a cuniiisible, as aw eationetory emmnuliine
requires.

Gingrich said Monday that Gaylord was mistaken,
and that & took a few hours fo iron out the

inconsistency.

"R led to unfortimate oonfesion,” Gingfich sald,
wish we had been a Biie more structured last week.
But | don' take it as a very serious problem. We do

many, many things, and mmst of isam fensoriably
well."

One reasan for the delqy is that Gingyich was _
traveling at the time the story broke, as was Gaylord
separately.

"We live in an age of 27 constant survellance of

something regyamel will happen to every single
campaign,” Gingrich said. "And | think the real trick
is to relax, liwva it out and keep moving.”

Gingrich alsp stoad by Gaylard, a Des Moires
native and Gingrich's closest adviser for more than
Adverisnvoemt
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mrimsmerasscamEs son st and v e e et e s s ura S S m

20 years.

1 can't imagine any major project I'd undertake that
woulda hawe Jom s @ senios adviser in a very

stralegic end impatant way,” Gingrich said.
Related Links

GOP speakers at Monday night forum

R
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Not in lowa tonight? GOP no-shows missed out

9:43 PM, Mar 7, 2011 | by Kathis Obradeich | % Commenis

Catenoribs: Kathle Obradovich - lowa politics
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Mitt Romney, you missed out tonight. So did you, Sarah Palin, Mike Huckabee, Michele
Bachmann arid evarybody else who smay be thiitking about renning for president bat who weren’t
in Wasinse.

The five potential presidential candidates who were here at the forum sponsored by the Iowa
Faith & Freedom Coalition bad an overflow andience over 1,000 enthsiastic Republicars,
accanding to organizers, and over 150 media representatives.

Gov. Terry Branstad, who helped open the forum, noted: “T want you to know, these people of
Faith & Freedom here tonight are people who show up at caucuses.”

Each of five suntlidates Incd 10 minute to make an inrpeossion o @ enger audience.
Most of them did their potential candidacies more good than harm.

Atlaita businessmen Iloneman Cain may hare gotten the biggest amiiarms response. That was
only in part because people were so anxious to hear a candidate after about an hour of
preliminary speeches.

What Cain had to say wasn’t terribly original: He thinks the American dream is under attack. He
thinks government stiould do the right thing. (And guess what, he thinks it wasn’t right to sue
Arizona over immigration enforcement or back off protecting the Defense of Marriage Act.) He
wants:to malie this a betiar nttion and warld for his grandchlidren.

And yet farmer House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who followed him, said ha was gaing to steal as
much of Cain’s matarial as he eonld. Cain’s radio experimce has clamly tanght him to talk in
sound bites and ramp up the energy.

Gingrich, on the other hand, seemed almost subdued by comparison. He gave his standard stump
remarks about the need to acknowledge American exceptionalism and held up his 2+2=4 slogan.

His biggest cheer came when he suggested the next president eliminate all White House czar
positicrs ex tire first Giny in efilee. Raopie didn’t show the same cxxiternent about the idea of
letting Isreel daclare Ieruaniein ne ita capiial. But Gingrizh demanstratd his savvy by making
sure every audience member got a handout of his proposed executive orders.

Former Lonisiana Gov. Charles “Buddy”” Roemer, rolorful and charismatic, didn’t get the entire
audience on its feet when he took the podium. But a lot more were standing when he finished.
Roemer, who says he won’t take PAC money or individual donations over $100, was the only
candidate to direct poke at others who shared the podium. He said only a president who is free of
special-interest obligations can do the kinds of things that Gingrich and former Minnesota Gov.
Tim Pawlenty wak to do.

“I knnsv all the ather candidates nes grod people aad fhey’ve got PACs and they’ve got
airplages. All I've got is me and ysm,” he said.

Roemer is also the only candidate to quote poet Robert Frost. Everybody else stuck to the Bible.
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Pawlenty and former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, who have spent the most time in Jowa,

- rouirddd eut the foram. Pawlenty started slow, his second joke about prayes in LBJ’s

admimlatrstion falling totally flat. He alse ended an a gaffe, apuilagizing for refeming to Iowa
Faifh & Fasedom Caakition Pmsitdent Steve Scheffler a5 “Chuch.” But in the mirdle, he fired up
the audience with an aggressive renditizrn of his hudget-cutting efforts as governor, includistg
withstaniing a 44-day transit strike. -

Santorum had the misfortune of wrapping up a program that dragged on too long. But he was the
only candidate to claim to have saved an unbom baby’s life with a Senate floor speech on
abortion. He said a pregnant young woman who heard him speak on C-SPAN decided not to
have an abortion after all, according to hey boyfriemd. That had to count for soinething with this
gruup.

Ore= potential candidate who might not have done a fledgling candidacy any good at this event
was Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels. His call last month for a truce on social issues was roundly
mocked by both Santerom and Ralph Reed, national chairman of the Faith & Ereedom Coalition,

There’s another beauty pageant later this month, sponsored by Congressman Steve King. After
seeing what they missed on Monday, there likely will be more candidates in the running for Mr.
or Miss Congeniality.

Teps: Buddy Roenser, Conyruzsman Btewe King, Henvmn Cain, Jows caucuses, fows Faith &
Freedoin Coalitiop, miciele bachmann, mitt romney, Newt Gingrich, Rick Santorum, Sarah
Palin, Terry Branstad, Tim Pawlenty
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| News | Blog ! Lobbyist Reports
lowa Faith & Freedom Annual Spring Kick-Off March 7

March 6, 2011 at 10:27 pm

lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition Spring Kick-off Event * Monday, March 7th; 5:30-7:30 pm * Point of Grace Church
in Wagkee, |A (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmeor Drive
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Don’t miss the most exciting politicat event ever held in lowa’'s presidential caucus history! The lowa Faith &
Freedom Coalition is hosting its Eleventh Annual Spring Kick Off on Manday, March 7th, at the Paint of Grace Church -
in Waukee. This year the event has garnered wide national and international media interest, CSPAN will be

broadcasting the candidate’s speeches livel Please join hundreds of other fellow lowan’s for this historic event!

Five potential presidential candidates will be speaking - former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza Herman Cain, former
Leulsiana Govormer Buddy Roormor, forner Penrsylvaria Senator Rick Santorum, former Minnesota Governer Him
Parrtenty and forsoer Spenker of the U.S. Howse Newt Gingrich. This cefiection ef spoviters wowrhs the first event of
its kined §ivths 2012 race with moliiale notential candfdates sharing tie samwr stage]

Other distinguished guests expected to attend the event include Congressman Steve King, Governor Terry Branstad,
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynalds, other statewide elected officials, state legislatars and the president of the national Faith &
Freedom Coalition and Fox News contributor Ralph Reed.

Ligir refreshmients will be served from 5:30 to 6: 15 in Uwe atrium. The program will start promptly at 6:15 in the
church sanctuary. Point of Grace fis a superb facility that will accommodate a large crowd. There is seating for up to
800 poople. This Is the must-attend politicat spring event in low:x! This will be an excitial, patriotic et that you '
won’t want te valis! Therre will be cendidates are? issue-axientand literature talties fix ynu to brewse. There will be
opportunitiss for you $o interact wikh the camnelidates. In addition, we expect ti2 have many state tegislators en
hand—take the opportunity to tell them that ynu are previd of the jaob they are doing on the “hill.”

We expect to have media from all aver the state, nation, and even foreign press who will be covering this exciting
event!

Where else could this opportunity core about—only In lowa—thw site of the first presidential caucus of 2012t As the
most wiable and effective multi-issue pro-family organization in lowa, we are proud and honored to host this event.

Comn join us far this 1y exciting event - oiir 2042 Spring Kick Off. tnvitn your firmile and fuiesids grﬁ iet's nack the
place out—Mangiay. March.7thL If you have any questions or would like te RSVP - cal! cur office at 515-225-1515.

February 15, 2011 at 11:39 am

lowa Faith & Freedom Spring Kick-off Event * Monday, March 7th; 5:30-7:30pm * Point of Grace Church in Waukee

1A (Click link for directions) * 305 NE Dartmoor Drive * Email Steve Scheffler sischetfler@ffciowa.com with questions
or to RSYP. .

lowa Faith & Freotiem Coalition Anmounces Previdential Forum
January 4, 2011 at 12:45 pm

For Immediate Release
Contact: Steve Scheffler
515-225-1515

January 3, 2011

West Des Moines - This weekend, the lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition sent out invitations to the top names being
floated in the Republican primary for the 2012 presidential race. The group has planned a presidential forum for
Monday, Marah 7th which is likely to be the first of its kind in the nation as the beginnings of a wide open presidential
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primary take form. lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition President, Steve Scheffler states that the event wiil shape up to
be the largest gathering of pro-family, values minded voters in the spring of 2011. “Candidates considering a run for
president must take the lowa Caucuses seriously and we are the caucus voters.”

The letter sent to candidates reads:

“The lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition is the largest and the most influential group in lowa politics. In the past
election cytle, we made well over 560,608 noten contdcts theough aur Votay Trak prngram that atlows us te identtfy
and resrch law propensity consaervasive voters. We wnrkas! land-in-hend with aight ctate legislative candidatee to
put voluoteers on the ground in the mast competitive districts. Six of the eight wili be swern in as legislatas this
month. We published ond distributed over 300,000 vater gitides ta churches all across the state to educate voters
prior to the Navember 2nd élection. The result was record progress in all three branches of lowa’s government.

As an organization, we host two large events every year with our statewide membership. On Monday, March 7th,
2011, from 5:30-7:30pm, we will be hosting our annual Spring Kick-Off here in Des Moines as the 2012 presidential
cycle beghes. This year, the formidt of the event will be @ 2012 Republican Bretidential Candidates Meet and Great
Event. It is not a debate and there will be s Qtwstion artd Answar time, but it will give presidential cermndates ten
minutes m moke a pitaf ond present their visian ms the vaters of lown begin the pyces af making tindr dexinions
Jor the first ia the natien eaucuses.

Last year, in a non-gresidential 'cycte. we had nearly 500 people in attendance at this event, including many elected
officials. This year, we expect to see a much larger crowd. This event is an important stop for candidates because
over 60% of 2008 GOP caucus goers in lowa self identified themselves as evangelical Christians. There will be no
better opportunity to meet these voters this spring than the 2011 IFFC Spring Kick-Off. Come early and stay late to
shake hands and to tdlk to your potentiat voters one on one before and after ihe program.*

Meriie 1nquesting crederitials siiould eewsit Gapak Krisbem at snphrishna@ynhoo.com. Shooting of any type of wideo or
taking any type of photograpiws of any purt of the svent will net ba allowsd without prins permissian from IFFC.

lowa Faith & Freedom Cgalition ‘
939 Dffice Park Rd. - Suite 115

West Des Moines, 1A 50265

515-225-1515

IFFC is a non-profit organization that seeks to make a difference in the public arena regarding the issues that matter
most. We stand for integrity in government, high moral values, constitutional authority, and Christian principles. Our
purpose is to educate and influence voters and politicians to keep their commitment to both liberty and law; that
America may continue to be one nation under God.

November 19, 2010 at 2:30 pm

LeRoy Carhart: A Legislative Respunse - Click on the Blog tab.......

View lowa Election Results

November 3, 2010 at 7:38 pm
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POLITICO
Social issues dominate lowa confab

By: Maggie Haberomn and Jowsathan Martin
March 7, 2011 08:16 PMEST

WAUKEE, IOWA — Five potential presidential candidates vied to please a socially
conservaliue crowd at a packed ewanit hera Menday night that markesi the unafficial start te
the lowa caucus campaign and the first time a orush of GOP hqpafu!s shared a major
stage.

Newt Gingrich, Rick Santorum, Tim Pawlenty, Buddy Roemer and Herman Cain each took
a tum at the microphone, riffing on a range of social-issue touchstones — denouncing gay

mamiage, [ambasting activist judges and praising the push to defund Planned Parentheod.

Bud all five essuntisily shase the same dosiiices, ad in the ead, it was Caat and Rosmaer
— the least known and probably longest-shot of the hopefuls — who got the most praise
from a giroup of influential Hewkaye Stats consansatives.

“This is the first significant event of the caucus season and you're turmout tonight says you
are very interested in making some change,” lowa Gov. Terry Branstad told the crowd
before the speeches, calling those on-hand loyal caucus-goers and “valuable” potential
supporters.

Tha theinm thomeghout the Iniva Faith amxi Fressions Coalition’s pnmideniiui forum wes a
posh tommése social conservative values on par with the economy in the upcommg
elections. Foreign policy was barely mentnoned — there was one reference apiece to Libya
and Iseael.

That sentiment was echoed by national Faith and Freedom Coalition head Ralph Reed,
who said, “if you turn your backs on the pro family pro life constituency... you will be
consigned to permanent minority status.”

In a swipe at Indélana Gov. Mitth Danieis, Reed said, “some taw suggostdd that we cafl a
trure am social and mwoal issuex. ... I'd iike {0 have a lemiar who can mak and shea gum
at the sams tine.” y

Giingrich was the biggest name and a naajor attractien, tineéled by @ orews! and TV camera
crews before the evant started, thanks in part to his Fox News commentator fame and alse
his position-as a well-known former House Speaker. He lambasted Barack Obama during
his speech, saying the president is beholden to the “secular, socialist left” and that a
change must come.

Gingrich told the standing-roor-only crowd of mere thian 1,000 peuple at the Point ef
Grace Church In Waahae, » aen-denceninatismel hexeee of woeship in s-arban and heavily
Republiean Daltas Cousity, thei be's "axptedng” e nmn. And be insisted tha politieal dimale
abross America is “fundamental to the nation'’s future.”

: He slammed the president for his use of executive orders, accused him of being soft in his
; support of Israel, and hit other tea-party favored themes.

“I think that we are at a crossroads that we cannot hide from,” Gingrith said. And in what
was & unique mument at the gathering of severat hundred people and five GOP

o - ST = e M SRR & ———— e e 8 2w 8
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.presidential hogefuls, he quoted quoted from the French writer and philosapher Albert
Camus to make his point that “we are endowed by oxr Creator with certain inalienable
rights.”

But Gingrich tread gingerly with the other potential rivals, saying, "Every person that's
going to speak tenight is a fifund of mine. ... If's golrg to tale all of us tp defeat the left.”
He sfided that they @i rad te be on ths “sarpe team” olce the pthvartes end and ty race
pivots tarrand tric ganrnal eection.

After his speech, Gingrich got mixed reviews, with some praising his work in Congress but
others saying his three marriages and the scandals suzrounding them merde him a
non-starter for now.

“'m not: 50 sure that one of the candidates should speak about morals since his weren't
that great,” sniffed Joel Best, 74, of Norwalk, a clear reference to Gingrich's three
marriage, fivo diverceo, and admitfed affairs.

Pewiiendy deliverart a high-veismne spegoh in wilich he rapped government for curtailing
social conservatives, saying the constitution was written “to protect people of faith from
governmant, not ta protect govarment fram paople of faith.” He mistakenly identified fowa
Faith and Freedom Ccalition head Steve Scheffler as “Chuck”™ more than once, a mistake
he corrected at the end.

Santorum spoke about his push against abortion, and his religion.
But it was the scripture-spouting Roemer and the fire-breathing Cain who stole the show,

giving & previeer of what is likedy to happen ttrougiveut the aycle, with lesser-known
hopefuls with strong oratory skills overshadowing their more viable but more wooden rivals

- Earlier at the evant, Schaffler rapped other states for trying to ieapfrog ahead in tha
5 primary calendanr.

“This is the start of the 2012 presidential caucus process,” Scheffler said. “The focus on
: the natiorn is on fowa and we want to tefi all of our other friends in all the other 49 states,
don't gut cute because we are going to be first."

And Rep. Btewe King, am lowa ecasesatve 'shoee distriot dosen't encompess Waukes,
insistad thut wocinl i2sues awed to be flent and center in tive predidential primary race.

"if we get the culture right the economy will be right eventually,” King said, as he praised
colieague Mishela Bachmann’s push to repeal Presidant Barack Obame's health care
. meform law, and the efforts by Rep. Mike Pence to defund Planned Parenthood.

|
! After the speeches, King, an ardent conservative, had praise for all the hopefuls but said
i he thought Roemer’s doven-home preacker routine had the audienee rapt.

| "Buddy rewlly e the crow raptured,” sakd King.
Other estiviets singlad out Cain, like Ropmer a nativie Soethemer with 2 hnmepen piich.
"I thought he was a very charismatic, dynamic gentleman,” said Kay Quirk, a Republican

who drove three hours down from Storm Lake, in northwest lowa. Quirk said she had
signed up for Cain's emails and would consider caucusing for him.
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.The five hopefuls weren't the only ones in lowa Monday — Rep. Ron Paul spoke at the
lowa Family Leader’s speech series in three different towns, and an adviser to Donald
Trump came and met with a slew of GOP activists.

The adviser, Michael Cohen, sparked tough questions about whether the trip — made on
one of Trump’s planes — put the potential presidential hopeful into a legally dicey area
with the FEC.

© 2011 Capito] News Company, LLC m!m%[niu% .
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Religion, the Economy and "Weird and
:(mky" Lifestyles at a GOP 2012 Forum in
owa

Posted by MICHAEL CROWMIEY Tuesday. March 8, 2011 al 1:23 am

oveet 3 MEEEEEN

WAUEEB, 1OWA—"Are you ready tc begin the process of choosing Barack Obama's successor
here in Iowp?” So asked the Jongtime Christian conservative activist Ralph Reed on Monday
night ai the giant Point of Grace evangelical church here a few miles outside of Des Moines,
Jowa. Before a crowd of perhaps 1500 cbarged-up activists, the lowa Faith and Freedom
Coalition hosted a smattering of the Republicans running or contemplating a run for the
White House in 2012

1€ mas a cwyesd convinced thet smmething is fomdnsnanoty wetng with i csumtry. nthe
teltine wf YFFC sbw pumiimst Gamill Kulvlinn, Azsarios in “dining a cispy dease with swisien,”
“abaani pwing Eiesuls and apologizing to enemies” abroad, and even becoming “a multicultural
haven for every weird and kinky lifestyle.” The activists in attendance thrilled to each
assertisn. But by all appasaiuess Shay hame pet in settie aa githar a camiidate er o msesge
that naa revesse this terrible sonrse.

Tire lineup st tonight’s event seemet subotantially less than the best a major polftical party
shoul® have vo oifkr. Mot iz attendamee, for izstanee, wes the presezned Aoat rencer, MM
Remursy, ov tiis Jant winmer of the inwa Fypublicen ssuveunss, Mike HudhEre, ur dthar
subsiantin] mizbe-camdidoteu saich s Kisley Barbour and Mitch Daniels. Instead the lineup
featured one solid politician almost certain to run but who remains unproven on the national
stag= (Tim Pawlemy); ene puliticn] Novssiicill pasmy wikene inteamitns resin vaclear (Newt
Ginmeich); a frmeer Semator beivnad Iy puy-Sfonekivists bnt wibi St imess ppeal (Rith
Saniorem) nisd tvi) nemsiing Singe endidaies (i | snistana Gevemnior Buddy Reswner,
long, ckanad from polities, sl tlie Litlz-knsen Qodfsiher’a pranfensder Herwemm Caia).

It would be hard to declare any of them a clear winner. All the candidates refrained from
taking shots at each otlier, and all offered variations on the notion that Amerku is a fallen
natios in need of restae. Moutly, the seaftexshot naturs of their speeckes szzisted a party
still maningatwut fow » eone mwnsige to lew sgainst Basech Obama.

Gingrich, for instance, bashed “the secular socialist left” and spoke of the need for renewed
bevief in “Amenican exceptisnalism,! Baz ke offared b grab hog of spacific prapusals, including
abolition of White House pelicy “czars” and resognition of Jeruaalem as the afficial enpital of
Israel. Santorum devoted nearly his entire speech to his years spent working to outlaw
aborfion (and the “special place in heaven” reserved for him for spending long hours on the
Senate floor debating California Senator Barbara Boxer), though he digressed to assert that
the Obama administration “togk the side of the munnhl’ during the 2009 popelar protests in
Tehran.

Not gererall¥ knewn for kis raligizas bonw fides, Pavilenty suoted the Bitife and leaviiy
emplwsizes heigpon—“the Gonsthnsien was meaint to pootart peopie of faih from

KMxwnumt, wdt yalect poearasaend e pevle of falth™—ih a sarech sibsrwinm deswtod
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lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition: Five
Republicans fight for the faith(ful) in lowa

By Jacques Beriinerblau

The 2012 Repubican Presidential race for consesvative
Christicn hearts aad mingia and vaias gei ofi ia an
unbelevable stact yacterday-really, | mean, beyond
anything | could have ever dreamed of-when the ulira-
Conservative, lows Faith and Freedom Cozfition hasted its
11th Annual Spring Kick off.

1 hadnhl euen petied my Stokex] Reference Bible down off
the shelf when the evening's MC, Gopal Krishna, was
already lmbaumey the “waisd and kinky Gfeutylo” mat iwwe
becowm prawnkad in ewer nicdill ran.

The five presidential sort-of-hopefuls who showed up did not
disappoint their audience at Point of Grace Church in
Waukee, lowa. Nor did wanm-up speaker congressman
Steve King whio assured us “if we get the cultwre right the
economy will be right eventuaty.* Nor 83 the founder of the
Faith a®8 Freedbm Loakilon, Ralh Rewsd, o Mysed that
it may e recimsary (o ovestew the ARwerioun gevavnment
(ebomt sdtinio wuae amotl).

Ladies and gentiaman, the 2012 Faith and \ialues games
have begun! Here are the major themes and storylines of
the evening as | see thent

Meshing the Yea Party Agurla and the Evangefical
Agewiin YW, thett hoppenied Tast. In thy runup to the
midteon aiastims aws! meliican candidates were
(suspiciously) silent on the issues of abortion and gay
marriagw. lnsbzmel, the forsy wasl on lewraiheg emes,
reduning tha size of pevemsness, iming tho national daid,
elc.

What was curious yesterday was how evangelical
workiview and Tea Party bluster seamiessly coalesced.
Nearly every one of the Speakets managed to fMegrate
anti-slurtion themes with small government appeats.(Look
at the platform of the Faith and Freedom Coalition to see
the new Rybeid in 2ciion).

But peamit ma a thought axpemisant: watdda't i tnke an
awfully big, wollfunded, ar=l craepily Fvacive. gounsmeent ts
especially when fife is undarstood to begin at the moment of
conception?

Newt Grapich invokes Cuwes, Duily Beligs e GurrBo: A
varigty uf rhewwioat motios were on Ssgiay. Fowwner speaker
of tha Maues axd scliar of B dontocie2, Nest Ghujpich,
soursins, Wi, parteameriol

Fanmer Louisiana governor Buddy Roewer, by contrast,
coukd just as well have emerged from a gafor-wrestling party
in the bayou for il the drawling he did (e.g., I am uh
Church goin’ Methodist boy from a coffon-fiekl in
LouEEESsianAHHM.")

As for Tim Pawlenty, he was handsome, but seething. if he
wants ¢ onaliossse no-ghew IR itorrmey who is ma only
handesimu, bt sswondl) ool Siishe, i Setisr binrd nace ot
his agigmai Rick Savdommwes coflly srelces.as he
rehashed, mdly, an endiess llany of Barbara Beser
inflected isles concesning abortion battles of yore.

Talk-radio host and businessman Herman Cain had the best
rhetorical tools of the tunch, but failed to arficulate any clear
policy prescriplions that would move us from "the entitliement
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Potential 2012 GOP Candidates Convene in Iowa

By Tom Bevan

WAUKEE, Iowa - It's on. The 2012 presidential nominating season officially began last night as five potential
Republican contenders appeared at a forum outside Des Moines hosted by the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition.

The early-bird candidates (Herman Cain, Newt Gingrich, Buddy Roemer, Tim Pawlenty and Rick Santorum) took turns.
speaking for 10 minutes apiece to an audience of social conservatives. Each man played up his pro-life, pro-family
credentials, stressed the role of faith in American life, and even cast the country's debt crisis in moral terms.

Gingyrich, making his first appeararice in fowa shice anncuncing his
exploratorr nommittee last week, sxid he believes America faces it goatest critis sineo the 1250s. Not knowes fur a

tendency toward understatement, the former House speaker compared the importance of 2012 to the election of 1860 -
the ont that broapin Abraham L.ine:olu back to Washingten.

An unrelenting advance of librmal instititinns in America over the past 80 yeam will vequire a "dnep and prafosnmd”
palitical ckange to reverse, Gingrich told the crowd. He autlined four executive orders he pledged to sign on his first
day as president - steps he said would start the process of change. They ranged from eliminating White House policy
"czars" to moving the U.S. embassy in Israe! ta Jerusalem.

Tim Pawienty, the former governor ef neighboring Minnesota, touted his accomphshiments as a "blue™ state chief
executive who menaged te both balanee a budget and focus on faith. "We need to remember this med ulways remsember
this,” Pawlenty saii. "The Constitutiva wus designed to prom:ct people of faith from government, not to protect
government from people of faith."

Herman Cain, the former CBO of Godfsther's Pixza, roused the srowd by pinclainzing the "the United Stast: of America
will not turn into the United States af Enrope. Not on our watch.”

Cain, a Geurgia-based talk show host who has never held elective office, is a longshot in the fledgling GOP field, but he
is not alone. Santorum, former senator from Pennsylvania, lost in a landslide when he ran for a third term in 2006. But
on Monday night, the ardent social conservative was among fiiemds, and he took the opportunity Yo recoant his many
fights en belialf of tlte pro-life corrsnunity - r=any of which, hie noted, earned him unflattering labels. "My children,

after reading newspapers all those years used to think my first name was ‘ultra,” Santorum said to appreciative laughs
froes the croedd.

Perhaps the most npliit candidacy is that of Buddy Raemer, the fonner gnveraor of Louiésim - and a fouser Democrat
- whw, like Gingrich is married for the third time. Among this crowd, Rosmar dida't hack icto it. "I'm henored to be
with you ia Iowa in faith and freedom!™ he said, stressing his childhood as a "chnrchgoing Methodist boy from a cotton
field in north Lonisiana.” Afier a long period as a divorced man, he told the crowd, "I married the piano playerin a
church next door to my own. Thank you, Jesus."

Republican activists in lowa have been eager o starl the caucus szason, and some bave chafed at the relative lack of
attention that the flock ef pstential candidates has paid to the Hawkeye State. Those feclings were or full display lam
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at least part of the Republican field.

Ralph Reed, fonnder of the National Faith and Freedom Coalition and a featured guest at the event, echoed the crowd's
semtiments. Smnemdeh7wasiwearlytostaﬂ, Yie quipped. "I was ready to start the process on March 7,
2009."

Reed also sought to re-establish the muscle of social conservatives, citing an exit poll from 2010 showing that
evengeliceis eomprised 32 penont of tiee electasate snd had veted for Rapublicams over Demorrats by an
overwhcizisig 78 - 21 margin. This base formed the "bonster myokai” that pawemed big Republicans gains last
November, be proclaimed. "If yon tusn yeur backs an the pro-family, pro-life constituency,” Reed added in a \mmng
to the GOP Washington establishment, "you will be consigned to permanent minority status.”

Seeve Scheffler, president of the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalitien, fired off a warning shot of his owa for any
Republican from other states contemplating any primary calendar mischief next year. "I'd like to tell our friends in the
49 other states: don't get cate, we're going to be first,” Schefflez said. "Tht's just how it is.”

Tom Bevan iz the co-founder and Executive Editar of RealClearPoliiics. Email: tom(@realclearpolitics.com
Page Printed from: http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2011/03
/0R/potentig]l_pep_candidates carvene_in _jown_10915%html at March 10, 2011 - 01:36:45 PM CST
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The roots of the GOP's crackup | @
i

BY STEVE KORNACKI

Two pieces of information about the Republican presidential forum held just
outside Des disines en Manday night stand:amt:

1) It took place in a chuich and was sponsored by the Iowa chapter of the Faith
and Freedom Foundation, an organization that descends from the Christian
Coalition, the Pat Robertson-founded group that attained prominence in the
early 1950s under Ralph Reed {who is now the mational Faith and Freedom
chairman exnd who was vn stage Monday night).

2) While it didn't attmact every praspective GOP sandidate (no Romney,
Huckabee or Palin), it attracted enough of them that the forum can be
considered the ﬁllt mojor 28a2 caspsizn evenhiu the lead-of oomoms state.
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" candidates essentially pledged the same thing, with a few variations in Jangrage and emphasis.” By now, we're more than accustomed
to wational Republies= politiciaz=s making thexe kinds of appeals to these ldmds of audiences.

If yon trke a step bark, though, that we are 5o zecustamed ta this actually is rerqarkable, when you consider that just over two
decades ago, it was passible for Republicans to run in Jowa without straining to appeal to religious conservatives, or feeling
compelled to stress a blindly, reflexively anti-government message.

If you have time, just compare the speeches delivered on Monday night (Slate’s David Weigel has collected video here) with one
given at roughly this same point in the 1988 cycle by Bob Dole, the eventual caucas winner. I can't embed the video, but you can
watch it here. Dole amd his fellow GOP candidstes {except for then-Vico President George H.W. Bush, who sent his son Neil
instead) each addressed a county Republican picnic. Dole did not discuss any social issues and instead focused his remarks on ...
empathy for the less fortunate. He talked about serving in town office in Kansas just after the Dust Bowl and signing welfare checks
for his own grandparents and asked tfie auflience to support hiss bevause of his ...

semsitivity to the needs of a lot of people in America — yes, strior citizens, disabled Americans, farmars , whoever they way be —
sensitivity to the concerns of some who must rely on the federal government from time to time to make it

Granted, Dole viamn't spetking st an ersut spunesiad by a svelil conservative geeup. But that's just the point. Christian conservatives
hadn't yet come to dominate the Jowa GOP. And the Republican base itself wasn't in.the grips of the Fox/Rush/Hannity machine,
which iras forced natienal Republican poltficizizs te c¥erup the same nazrow, vften irrational and increasingly hysterical rheroric.
Dole talleed about helping people who rely on the federal governmeut ... #1d he eaded op winning the cawruses ia o rout, with 37
percent of the vote. Can you imagine anyone doing that today?

Of oomrse, yGiuconk} alsacdmsr a sivaight line from thxt asine ‘87 wausty fair do Mawmday idght's fawsm. I yom watch the whole vides,
yorr'll si'm sem Pat Rehertzon step foraard to 2a enthugiastie receptinm. The telovangelist veas aitenipting to haild a maticnal campzign
out of the millians of congervative Christians who had become engaged in Republican politios in the precading decade. (Many of
them had initizlly supported Jimmy Carter, a self-described born-again Christian from Georgia, only to conclude that he was far too
close 1o his party's cultural liberals.) The Christian right was a growing force in Iowa and in the national GOP (enough that Bush, a
Yankee Protestant, actnally darlared himself a "horn-again” Fpiscopalian in 1987), bat it was still cansidered shocking when
Raobertson finished in second place in the canauses — behind Pole but ahead of Bush, with 25 percent.

Robertsen’s campaign fizzled out shortly thercufier, but ia defeat, he launched the Chrlstian Cealition and recxwited a young
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Ralph Reed to mun it, then watched az Christian conservatives asserted themselves and grabbed eontrol of lacal, county and state
Republican organizations across the country. And now, all these years later, the 2012 cancus campaign has just begen in a church in
Towa, with Reed acting as an emcee.

== Steve Kornacki
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GOP presidential contenders make case to
Iowa faithful

Posted by Brian Montopoli

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich talks with Karen and Tom Quiner at the lJowa
Faith and Freedom Coalition, Monday, March 7, 2011, at the Point of Grace Church in
Waukee, Jowa.

(Credit: AP)

Newt Gingrich, Tim Pawlenty and a trio of lesser-known potential GOP presidential candidates spoke to about
2,000 lowa social conservatives Monday night in what organizers cast as the kickoff to the nominating contest ir
the key first-in-the-nation voting state. '

The event, held at a church in the town of Waukee outside of Des Moines, was organized by the lowa Faith &
Freedom Coalition. It offered the candidates considering a run for the GOP nomination a chance to make a
positive impression on some of the most politically-engaged social conservatives in lowa, which will hold its
caucuses early next year.
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While plenty of big-name possible Republican candidates turned down the granp's invitation - amang them Miit
Romney, Sarah Palin and 2008 lowa caucus winner Mike Huckabee - the event did attract five likely
candidates: Gingrich, Pawlenty, former Sen. Rick Santorum, former Godfather’s Pizza CEO Herman Cain, and

former Louisiana governor Buddy Roemer. (Openly gay Republican strategist Fred Karger, who has embarked
on a longshot presidential run, was shut out of the event.)

Cain and Roemer, who are not considered top tier candidates, have already announced exploratory committees, |
making them the only nrembers of the omurging GOP iield fo have done so. Gingrich, Pmvlenty and Santotum
ane widely expectod to run but hava yet to maler an afficial anmouncensent.

Gingrich, the highest-profile potential candidate to speak at the forum, offered a speech centered on the
importance of recognizing American exceptionalism. In a speech peppered with historical references, the
former GOP House speaker said that the "secular socialist people around Obama" don't understand the nature
of their country.

In a ndte struck by many of the night's speakers, Gingrich said the power of America comes from God, not
Washington.

Newt Gingrigh's life in pictures

View the full gallery

"You are personally sovereign,” he said. "You loan power to the government, the government does not loan
power to you."

Gingrich complained that judges are "fundamentally ont. of touch with America" and argued that Republicans
have faffed to kcep the jediciary from becomting "more alienated from the American system."”

Though he has made it clear he is likely to enter the presidential race, Gingrich maintained that he is still

exploring a ron and said no matter what happane, "we're all geing to have to he an the same t¢nm aftar this is
OWI. | ]

Pawlenty, the former Minnesota governor, said America needs “to be a country that turns toward God, not a
country that turns away from God.” He railed against the "immoral debt" and efforts to define marriage as
between anything other than one man and one woman.
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"We need to remember, as athers try te push ont or marginalize people of faith...the Constitution was designed
to protect people of faith from government, not to protect government from people of faith,” said Pawlenty, who
complained that the media, judges and "elites” need to remember the Constitution grants power to the people.

Pawlelity, who has battled perceptions that he is not edgy enough to win the GOP nomination, also compared
his tinre as governor to the current sitaation in Wisconsin. He pointed to his refusal to compromise with trausit
waorleers, which prompted 2 strike and pretests, in crder to maintain fisc«l rosponsibility.

"We the people of the United States will rise up again, we will take back our country,” he added, his voice going
horse.

Santorum, who is known for his strong social conservatism, complained to the crowd that he had been defined
as nothing more than a social conservative simple because he fought for their values.

"TUnce you stick yomr head out on the social issuss, ence you figist fisr the social fhbric of this country, you're
labeled,” said Santorum, who pointed to his efforts to end partial birth abortion but also his work on health care
and welfare reform. He joked that his chlidron had come to think his first name was “ulira,” a reference to how
he had been portruyed ae extrome: in the niedia.

Roemer, whose speech was grounded in strong opposition to the influence of money and special interests in
Washington, complained that while "the nation is hurting... Washington is a boom town." He vowed not to take
moare than $100 from any individual because America needs a president "who's free to do the right thing. Wha's
free to lead.”

"The system is institutionally corrupt, and people of faith need to come against the corruption,” said Roemer,
who, wdth little to lose, attacked ethanol subsidies before his Jowa audience. He cast himself as a "seasoned
warrior against special interest money."

Cain, a radio fakk show host end the anly African-American in the GOP field, tald the audience that the "had
news" is that "the American dream is under attack” under President Obama.

"The good news is we are fighting back,” he said. Cain went on to argue that "The United States of America is
not going to become the United States of Europe - not on our watch.”

Gopal Krishna, vice president of the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition, set the tone for the event in his opening
remurks, which inchaded a siutement that his organization is concerned that Anrerica has beconye &
"multiouitorel haven for evary weittl aed kinky lifiestyle.” Other speakers mcluded Republican Rep. Steve King,
who railed against the Obama administration’s decision not to defend the Defense of Marriage Act in court, and
Raiph Reed, who warnerd Repoblicans not to ignore social vonservatives cven as they foeus on fiscat issuce.

2012 Confanders: Sitrenuths gnd Weaknesses
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Phota courtesy of Fred Karger Exploratory Committee

Karger files FEC complaint against conservative lowa
group

Jowa Faith & Freedom Coalition denies violating election laws
By Tyler Kinglege | 02.24.11 | 8:04 am

Fred Karger, the first Republican candidate to open a presidential exploratory committee, will be filing a fonmal
complaint with the Federal Election Commission against the prominent conservative group, the Jowa Faith & Freedom
Coalition, for excluding him from a March 7 event.

Reupbliaan presitlentjal hopefuls-will gnther at the Pnint of Grace church in Waukee on March 7 for an event
organized by the IFFC. Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, former
Godfather’s Pizea CEO Herman Cain and fenser Louiviana Gev. Buddy Roesmer have all confirened 1hrir partinipation.
Jowa Repubbicans U.S. Rep. Steve King, Gov. Terry Branstad aml Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds huve aleo said they will be in
attendamce.

Karger was told early on he would not be welcome at the March event because he “is not a legitimate candidate,” or so
says president of IFFC, Steve Scheffler, who is also one of three Iowans on the Republican National Committee.
Karger’s camp counters it’s simply because Karger happens to be gay.

“Thers Is 10 53t of rational criteria that conld explain sume of those who wore invited but sill exciude Fied,” said
Nalkess Treloar, lowe digector far Karger’s explariitery somenitiba. “That anly leaves irrational criteria, or bigotry.”

Karger’s committee said the complaint statns that the IFFC farum violates federal election law because it constitutes a
donation to those candidates who were invited. They believe this qualifies as an. in-kind donation. As a tax-exempt

501(c)4 organization, they said, the IFFC is allowed to engage in political education, but cannot donate or expressly
advocate for or against a candidate.

“Any claim by Mr. Karger that the Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalltion’s Spring Kick-off constitutes em in-kind '
contribution to the campaigns of as-yet undeclared presidertial candidates is speciows and utterly without metit,” the
1PFC said in a statement. “Potontizl sandidates were invited based on an objectwe criteria of viability, ftmdmising

ability, and prior electoral success with advice from legal counsel. We are in full compliance with federal campaign
reguitions governing such events.”

But Karger is going beyond the FI‘.C somplaint, he also launched Let¥redIn.com, in an attempt to build suppat to
include him in the forum.
The March 7 is expected by the 2°FC to draw about 600 “lowa activists.”

Karger el neeemiy fiad tronble boing included at the Goumsrvaiive Poilticai Aciion Confierence, whore he was eefused
a spealting inviteba, a lnoth in the exhibition hall and was not included in the straw poll.

I zesponse, Karger then threw a party in the host hatel, iaviting former New Mexico Gov. Gary Johnson, a potential
GOP 2012 candidate, Lt. Dan Choi, an activist against Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and Log Cabin Republicans executive
ditecter R. Clarke Cooper.

This is also not Karger’s first run in with Scheffler. Last May, Scheffler sent an e-mail to Karger telfing him he would
“work overtime to help ensure that your political aspirations are aborted right here in Iowa.” The reason, Scheffler said,
is that Karger is part of the “radical homosexual community.”

Karger will be in lowa 1ltis waek to attend the 2011 Jowa Governors Conference on LGBT Youth being held on
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the Drake University campus.

blog comments powered by DISQUS
Categosies & Tags: 2012 LGBT] Po g_ﬂlDebalelFECIFECcogg t | Federal Election Commission | Forum
|_M|G_a:xlohnson|60?candxdates|ﬁmmnCam|IowaCaucusesl Iowa Faith & Freedom Coalition |

Jows Faith-and Freadom Coolition | LetFredin | Masch 7 swent | renublicain hopafuls | Rick Samioram | Steve King |
Steve Scheffler | Trm Pawlenty |
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Man says lowa forum excluding him because
he's gay

By MIKE GLOVER

Asaociated Press

1:30 p.m. CST, Februsry 25, 2011
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DES MOINES, lowa — A gay rights activist and Republican
presidential hopeful from California says he's fied a complaint
with the Federal Election Commission alleging that he's being
excluded from an upcoming GOP forum in lowa becauss of
his sexual orientation.

Riihmiigt, Rundes of e guy rights group Clifornting
Against Hate, crililind fonen spanser the lows Fakn ol
Freedmn Coallfian cheriig 2 ems canference Fririae.

“The party of Abraham Lincoln should be inclusive and
| welconte all 1o discusa the imgartent issuas of today,” said
Karger, who [s openly gay. "As someone who bas heen
aclively involved in Republican poftics my entire life and
worked on nine presidential campaigns, including three as

senior consultant to Presidents Gerald Ford, George HW. | Co
Bush and Ronald Reagen | feel | deverve a seat at the i
table.” ;i&MICAEUSHIIPPIm
1 qumam | Deal of the Day: $12 for $25
In his camipiaint maled to the FEC i Thusrday, Kargpr ; { worth of Mexican fare at That Litlle
argues the =oattion ia in efiant eadorsing the 15 potential ! gqf_b;_ | Mexican Cafe
presilential candidates R did invite. The forum is scheduled for . — powered by Groupon
March 7 at Point of Grace Church in Waukee. T

4§ Lock & Mane: 25% off hnxury
: . haircare products and accessories

<

Need basic training In SEO and social media? Sign up for
435 Digital swninars ot JT8GHe Tower >>

S Kohl's weekly spasssls: Plus get
! 15% off you ondina order

Steve Scheffler, president of the lows Faith and Freedom
Coalition, called Karger's complaint "specious and utterly without merit.”
. Get more Chicago Shopping: Dealer{ Dltmunis |
He said the coafition used objective criteria such as a particjpant’s viabilty 1o compete in lowa’s Advics
caucuses, fundraising abiity and past elecioral success in selecting who to invite. kie said group
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. mqnbelseo!suedwihm«shdedﬁn haw to set the erijaria.

*We are in full compEance with federal campaign regulations goveming such everts,” Scheffler said.

Of the 15 potential candidates invited, four have confirmed they will be attending: former Mimesota
Guv. Tan Pasilemby, kxmer Permsypivant: Sen. Rivk Simtonmw, former Godiuier's Pzza CEO
Hermun Cain ged Fsmer Loniniana Guu, By Rowmer. ~

mmm-wmdimm&mnhrmmm.mwmmau
recelved last May as an example.

"You don’t care about transparency — you and the radical homosexual communily want to harass
supporters of real marriage,* Scheffier wrote in the e-mall “Have you studied our past caucuses — you
have mo ¢chance here in lowa."

Suheffier salt! il aowsnee 9 consider an ivtation to the growp’s evert as amounting to an in-kind
contriution, because the invitation has no monetary valbe.

APNF-02-25-11 2223GMT
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5 potential GOP
candidates to
converge at forum

Witten by
JASON CLAYWORTH
8:31 PM, Mar. 5,2011|

A high-profile forum in Waukee on Monday
will mark the unofficial start of the run-up
to the 2012 lowa presidential caucuses.

Potential candidates who are absent may
stunt Weir eventual campaigns, some
Republican strategists said, while also
acinewiadging thet it's early, and theie's
tie tn make up graund.

Two of the biggest names whe aren't
scheduled to attend: Sarah Palin anq Mike
Huckabee.

"They are losing out because it reinforces
the talking point that they’re 110t rurning,”
said Chuck Laudner, former executive
director of the Republican Party of lowa.
"Every day that romebody ceome o the
aonglasion that Palin or Hickabee or
whoever isn't going to run, then they start
lining up hehird these other candidates.”

The lowa Faith & Freedom Coalifion's
annual spring event will feature five

Republicems eyeing a run for prosident in

_event at Point of Grace Church, and more

" The group gained attention for one person

2012: former Godfather's Pizza CEO
Herman Cain; former U.S. House Speaker N
ewt Gingrich; former Minresota Gov. Tih
Pawlenty; former Lnuisiana Gov. Buddy
Roemer; and forrwer Penneylvania Sen. Rick
Santorumu Each is to bs allewed 10
minutes to speak.

National news coverage is expected at the

than 600 GOF activists have made plans to
attend, incluaing Gov. Terry Branstad and
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds.

The coalition is a conservative group
headed by Republican National Committee
member Steve Scheffler of West Daes
Moines. it vited about 15 potential
candidates, including Palin, the former
Alaska governor, and Huckabee, the
former Arkamsas govemor. Scheffler has
pitched Monday's event as "the largest
gathering of pro-family, values-minded
voters In tha spring af 2011."

who was excluded from the invitation list:
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Fred Karger, a gay man and longtime
Republican activist fom California who has
fonred a prusidentidl explorafury
commiitee.

Scheffler and Karger butted heads last year
when Scheflar sent ar e-mzil ielting
Karger: "l will wark ovartime to halp ensure
that your political aspirations are abarted
right here in lowa.”

Karger has flled a complaint with the
Federal Election Commission, saying
Schefiler is ariidiiy pramoting other
candidates. Karger acknowladged @t FEC
action againat ananus dehade spongem is
rare. The cealition walild face finae cf
possible loss of its nonprofit status if the
FEC were to invastigate and rule in Karger's
favor.

Scheffier did w=ot retum a phone call Friday,
but the coalition's organizational director,
Drew Klein, said sexual orientation was not
a critasia for the imvitetiorm: kie declised to
spanity wity Knagor wasn't invited.

Karger, 61, said he wants to help
transform the GOP into a more welcoming
and tolerant political group from the inside
out. He said he will not attempt to crash
Monday's event.

"ii's vary distutbing,"” Karger seid of

Scheffler and the grmupis deeisian. "He's so b
latant and sp nasty about his approach,
saying I'm a single-issue candidate, which

is code for: 'He's gay.' "

Laudner noted that in previous years,

hundreds of people have fiied paperwork

to run for president, and that someone like
Karger, who has slim nzme recognition,
ism't a vidble candidate.

Bob Haus, a Des Moines Republican who
managed! catcis campaigns for Fred
Thempsnn, Steva Ferbas and Phti Gramam,
said Karger has been able to gain ettention
by not being invited. Ultimately, however,
the forum is about the most serious
candidates, Haus said.

Haus séid e pessible Tivat those who skip
the event may hurt their long-term viability
as candiddiea. Howaver, sy catidifate
could quicidy negein gmund io kovn with
hard work and cae-on-ane meetings with
the party's core voters, he said.

Nonetheless, he called Monday's event "a
pretty big deal.”

*| think many awe on their owa time frame,
and they're goingm figure out when and if
they want to get in according to their own
schedule,” Haus gnaid.

SEE HOW 11
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[Code of Federal Reqgulations]

[Title 11, Voluire 1]

[Revised as of January 1, 2010}

From tha U.S. Governmemt Printing Office via GPO Access
{CITE: 11CFR110.13]

{Page 183-184]
TITLE 11--FEDERAL ELECTIONS
CHAPTER I--FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PART 110_CONTRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS AND PROHIBITIONS--
Table of Contents

Sec. 110.13 Cardidate debates.

(a) Staging organizations. (1) Nonprofit organizations described in
26 U.S.C. 501 (c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not endorse, support, or
oppose political candidates or political parties may stage candidate
debates in accordance with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f).

(2) Broadcasters (including a cable television operator, programmer
or praducer), bona fiie newspapezs, magazines aamd other pericvdical
pebliocatione may stage candidatm dabates in accardance with this section
and 11 CFR 114.4(f). provided that they are not ownad or controlied by a
politicai party, politimal cocmmittee or candidai:e. In additionm,
broadcasters {including a cahle television gperator, programmer or
producer), bona fide newspapers, magazines and other periodical
publications, acting as press entities, may also cover or carry
candidate debates in accordance with 11

[[Page 184]]

CFR part 100, subparta B and € and part 100, subparts D and E.

(b) Debate structure. The structure of debates staged in accordance
with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f} is left to the discretion of the
staging organizations(s), provided that:

(1) Such debates include at least two candidates; and

(2) The staging organization(s) does not structure the debates to
promote or advance one candidate over another.

{c) Criteria for candidate selection. For all debates, staging
orgenizarion(s) must ase pre-astablished ebjective criteria to determine
which candidates may perticipato im a cebata. For general elestion
debates, staping argenizatioms(a) zieall net use nomimation by a
particular political party as tae sole cbjectiw criterion to determine
whether to inclwdn a candidate in a dehata. For debates held prior to a
primary election, caucns or conventinn, staging organizations may
restrict candidate participation to candidates seeking the nomination of
one party, and need not stage a debate for candidates seeking the
nomination of any other political party or independent candidates.

[61 FR 18051, Apr. 24, 1996; 61 FR 24533, lMay 15, 1996, as amended at 67
FR 78681, Dec. 26, 2002} .
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Iowa’s Life Toll outpaces fatalities so far in 2011
By lowa Department of Transportation

AMES, lowa —March 10, 2011 — Life or death, road trips on lowa highways can end either way. One statistic lowa
Department of...

&Qﬂ more » |
Last day of Spring Leaf Vacuum Collection

By City of Cedar Rapids
Title: Last day of Spring Leaf Vacuum Collection Location: The grass next to your curb. Start Time: 4/28/2011 8:00 PM End

Time: 4/29/2011 7:59...
Rexd mgwe »

Last Week for Spring Vacuum Collection

By City of Cedar Rapids
Title: Last Week for Spring Vacuum Collection Location: The grass next to your curb Start Time: 4/24/2011 8:00 PM End

- Time: 4/25/2011 7:59 PM...

Read more »

Spring L.oose Leaf Vacuum Colleetion Starts

By City of Cedar Rapids
Title: Spring Loose Leaf Vacuum Collection Starts Location: The grass next to your curb. Start Time: 4/3/2011 8:00 PM End

Time: 4/4/2011 7:59 PM...
Read more »

Media Briefing Tomorrow: City Purchases Rare Organ
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for Paramount Theatre Bestoratian Projeat
By City of Cedar Rapids
Date: 3/10/20]1 1 Contact: Cassie Willis, (319) 286-5055 Body: The City of Cedar Rapids, in partnership with The Cedar
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1 By: Twitter Buttons
Candidate exclusion based on ‘bigotry’
February 23,2011, 3:13 pm

By From a Media Release

Exclusion of prospective Republican presidential candidate Fred Karger from a March 7 lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition
forum can only be attributed to “irrational criteria, or bigotry,” according to his lowa campaign director.

Fred Karger

Despite being the first potential candidate to form an exploratory committee, hire lowa staff, and air an lowa commercial,
Karger was told by IFFC President Steve Scheffler that his candidacy was not credible, according to the Kargar's lowa
director, Nathan _Treloar.

The only explanation is that Karger is openly gay, Treloar said.

“There is no sat of rational criteria that could explain same of tbnse whn were invited but stifl exclode Fnnd.” Trelear swid.

Karger is launching a website Friday, www.L etFredln.com, for people to get more information and sign an online petition.

In addition, Karger will file a formal complaint with the Federal Election Commission alleging the IFFC forum violates
federal election law because it constitutes a donation to those candidates who were invited. As a tax-exempt 501(c)4

orgundzation, thre IFFC is allowed to enpage ix political education, but cannot donate or expressly advocate for or against a
candidate.

Karger's seventh trip to lowa will also include a visit to the 2011 lowa Governors Conference on LGBT Youth at
Drake Univarsity Feb. 24.
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Fred Karger responds to exclusion from Iowa candidate forum
2/23/2011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, February 23, 2011
CONTACT: Nathan Treloar 515-783-0932

(DES MOINES, IA) Prospective Republican presidential candidate Fred Karger will be in Iowa later this week to
respond to his exclusion from an upcoming candidate forum.

The Iown Faith end Fmsdom Coelitin (foemerly the Iowa Chmistian Alliance) invited many of the likely, and even
some not-so-likely, GOP hopefuls to the March 7 forum. Despite being the first potential candidate to have formed an
exploratory committee, hired lowa staff, and aired an lowa commercial, Karger was told by IFFC president, Steve
Scheffler that his candidacy was not credible. Mr. Scheffler would not disclose what factors were considesed when

deciding who would be invited.

Nathan Treloar, Jowa director for Karger’s explorutory cormmittee, believes thiere is only one explamation for the strab
— becauge Karger is openly gay. “There is no set of rational critetia that could explain some of those who were invited
but still exclude Fred.” Treloar said. “That only leaves irrational criteria, or bigotry.”

Karger is lnuncling a maw website, http://www.LetFredin:cam, far people to gat mare information and sign s online
petition ta show their sppport for his inafusion. The wehsite, which will became active Friday, will be used to raise
awareness of the situation in Jowa and prepare for his exclusion from any future forums or debates as he tests the
waters to determine if he will run for President in 2012.

In addition, Karger will be filing a formal complaint with the Federal Election Commission (FEC). The complaint
states that the IFFC forom violates federal election law besause it constitutes a donation to those candidates who
wew invited. As a tax-exempt S501(c)4 organization, the IFFC is allowed to engage in political education, but cannot
donate or expressly advocate for or against a candidate.

Kargar wiil preview http:Awww.LetFredIn.com cird provide mam dctmlsnflml:‘ECconm]mmlmdnm.lmua
presa confesence on Friday, Febmary 25.

Karger’s seventh trip to Iowa will also include a visit to the 2011 Iowa Governors Conference on LGBT Youth being
held on the Drake University campus Thursday, February 24.

] ng_frg@y_m = Send this article to a friend ©_SWARe W EE3 )
= 3

Close Window.
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Obama DOMA decision ensures gay marriage as presidential campaign issue
By Bret Hayworth | Febmmy 23, 2011 - 1225 pm

'lhue’smi;lthynews that ensures gay marriage will be a topic considerably discussed during the 2012 presidential race. Here in Jowa, gay

marriage has bens a bet butira tovie far the last balf decade with a pnding cemt case swd thett April 2009 lowa Supreme Com2 mliag on the
state’s constitution that hes Jod to nabsfed discussion wf who should be able to marry whom. Hundreds of thonsands of dollars have heen spent

. bymwgroupsﬁmedmmmopposeﬁewne-uxmmge reality in lowa.

In late 2010, tits so-caliad Hno’t agk, M’tmlmhqrusmbywmihrymmhersmmnmedmCmgess.Andthentlusmwsmﬁu
last hour, which will mean marriage will be even more hotly debated as the presidential campaign kicks up:

The QGhama administration says it will rio longer defend the canstitutionalily of a federal law that bans recognition of same-sex marriage.

In a statement Wednesday, Attorney General Eric Holder says President Barack Obama has concluded that the administratian can no longer
defend the federal law that defines marriage as only between a man and a woman.

The Justice Department Rad defended the Defénse of Marriage Act in cours uniil now.

You can absolutely count on Republicans campaigning to win the February 2012 Jowa caucuses to be dismissive of the justice department
chmege. Natienal GOP’ers will no doubt ke jiiving publie statements of sutragie as thu aftbtnoon goes on.

ADRITICN AT 12:58 P.M. -— This Intost step in the natiogs] debate an gay mmwiage conises as the saly openiy gy Repobiivan presidential
candidste, Fred Karger of California, is baking over heing amitied from a Maxeh 7 Jowa famum. Karger in a release today says the lowa Faith
and Freedom Coalition (formerly the lowa Christian Alliance) invited many likely GOP candidates to the forum, but JFFC President Steve
Schefller is saying Karger isn't a credible cundidte.

Karger, overlooked on many lists of Repubiican presidential hopefuls, has formed an exploratory committee and kired Jowa staff. His lowa
campaign director, Natlnm Trefour, contends thére is only one explmation for the IFFC snub — because Karger is openly gay. Karger sapports
repulhg e Deﬁnse of Mamiuge Act.

Tags: banek obama, caucus, defense of marriage act, don't ask don't tefl, eric holder, fred karger, gay marriage, iowa supreme court, nathan
treloar

Posted in: Key issues, Obama administration | Leave a comment
‘Na Commenta
RSS fead for comments on this post
Leave a comment
You must be lojgsed in to post a comment.
' Entries (RSS) | Comments (RSS)
About

Palitically Speaking was named Best Blog By a Newspaper in the 2009 lowa Newspaper Association awards presented February 2010. The
award covered blogs of any topic at lowa newspapers. Bret Hayworth has covered politics for the Sioux City Journal since September 2002. A -
Kingsley (lowa) native, Hayworth has two degrees from the University of Northern lowa, and majored in American Studies with his 1998 B.A.
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Dear Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition: Why Are You
Afraid of Fred Karger?

by Michael Jones M|chacl Jones - February 24, 2011

Fred Karger is the openly gay Republican -- and former Reagan adviser --

' explonng a run for the 2012 GOP Presidential nomination. He might not get as much press as, say, the Santorums or

Pawlentys or Huckabees, but Karger has been vocal about his intentions of exploring a run for President, and he's been
trekking to places like lowa and New Hampshire meeting with scores of voters.

By mmny respects, Kaiger ltas mvested himself more into his exploratory campaign than any other potential 2012 GOP
nominee. Yet despite his efforts, the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition dogsn't consider Karger a "legitimate”
coninnder for Presidept. The group's head even went so far to say a couple months ago that he'd like to personally
"abort" Karger's potential candidacy.

In just a few weeks, the Towa Faith and Freedom Coalition will be hosting an event for poteniial 2012 GOP Prexidentiat
candidates. Rick Santorum: wil be there. Herman Cain will be there. Tim Fawlenty will be there. Heck, even former
Leuisiana Gov. Buildy Roemer will be threre, and these's been virtaally no buzz whatsoever about him. But af the
moment, Fred Karger will not be there, because the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition has refused to invite him.

That's lod Karger to start his own weh site — LetFredin.coji — calling for his inelusion in the March 2811 event; it's led
moee thean 500 Change. ogg members to put pressure on the lowa Faith and Freedom Caslition ta epea their doars to
Karger; and it's now likely to lead to an official complaint with the Federal Election Commission (FEC), charging that
the Jowa Faith and Freedom Coalition is violating federal law by purposely excluding Karger from their event.

The lowa Independent has this story, with Tyler Kingkade speaking to Karger's Presidential exploratory committee
about the upcoming FEC conplaint.

"There is no att af nitional criteria that eould explaiir scme of those who were invited but «till exelnde Fred,” said
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Nathan Trelaar, lowa director for Kafger’s exploratory committee. “That only leaves irrational criteria, or higotry.”

If I were a betting man, 1d place my money on bigotry. Here's the money paragraph from Kingkade's piece that
explains the justification for Karger's FEC complaint: .

Karger’s committee said the complaint states that the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition (IFFC) forum
violtes fediom] elsetion inw bemuse it onnslitues u dopution ta those candidates wiro were invited. They
believa this qualifics s an in-kiml denatian. A5 a tax-exampt 501(c)4 angiination, they amid, the IFFC is
allowad to emgage in political educatitr, bnt eannot donate or expressly advocate for or agaimst &
candidate:

It all leaves the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition with a lot of explaining to do. What's the criteria they've set for
determining who to invite to this forum? Do they not welcome the participation of openly gay candidates within the
ranks of the GOP? And don't they trust Towa voters to make up-their own minds about who is, or isn't, a legitimate
candidate for President? .

Hanok, eveo Mitt Ronnrey said earlier this month that any presidential forum ought to be all-inclusive, rather than
limiting.

"Frankly, the more people we have on the stage in those debates, talking about different ideas and different
approaches, the better,” Romney said.

What a shame that the Iowa Faith und Preedomt Coalition doesa't concur. Send the group a message that Karger is more
than just a legitimate potential candidate for President; he's possibly the most legitimate candidate in the field for the
nomination. And he deserves a spot in their forum, so that voters, and not the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition, can
decitie who's a legitimate candidate for President.

Photo credit: Fred Kqrger

e Michael Jones is a Change.org Editor. He has worked in the field of human rights communications for a
decade, most recently for Harvard Law School.
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Karger complains officially he was left out of forum

N1 &13PM, Feb 25, 2011 | by Tom Beaumont J 3R 4 Commerta

~ Fred Karger stepped up his feud Friday with lowa I Do

3 Republican Steve Scheffler by filing a complaint for ﬂ o oot -
g exclutfihg hin from a Mar. 7 GOP evest that is ” "_'.""_. "' Tom Beaumont i
T expeciod 1o featurs soveral presidantial prospects. il énat L
&3 Karger, a poitical strategist and businessman from = AAAB

s

Califomia, is openly gay ard has promioted guy righls as a central ¢

i i inats 1 Te Boaumom chief for
mmdﬁsm1mmmmunmmmm1nam. ’D?:Mohesaa:hlu political reporter for the
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Kargen said he malled a complain® with the Fedesal Elaction
Coramiaaion svid Schat¥ar, in inviting 15 Regablican figums %o the
event, was in effect promoting them. So far, former Minnesota Gov.
Tim Pawienty, fommer CEQ Hernaa Gain and fastacr Prchaylvania
Sen. Rick Santaenim have aceopted the inuitation. '

Schefller, who has said he would try to derail Karger's campaign, is
the president of tie lowa Paith and Freedom Codlition, which is
spomeoring We forum. Bcheffler has suid he invited presidential
praspects who met criteria including fundraising and previous

- polifical activlty.

Tage: Fred IKarger, Herman Cain, lowa.caucuses, Rick Santerum,
Steve Scheffier, Tith Pawlenly

W Comments(d) | Share your thoughts»
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whotv.com/news/who-story-openly-gay-candidate-left-out-20110225,0,5562605.story

WHO o

NOT INVITED: California businessman Fred Karger says he's filed a

complaint with the Federal Election Commission.

- WHO

Staff Writer
6:22 PM CST, February 25, 2011

Frad Karger says he's been excladed from a March 7th Republican
Presidential forum sponsored by the Iowa Faith and Freedom Coalition.

Karger is an openly gay candidate for the GOP nomination and argued
he was excluded due to his sexual orientation. In his complaint, he

argues the group was, in effect, supporting the 15 candidates it did
mvite. Kargersaysxfheweretogetanmvne,he'dfocusonlustop
issues.

Stove Schefflar of the Faith and Freedam Coalitiem says his group used
objective criteria in making its invite choices.' That includes v:abihty,
ftmdmsng and past electoral success.

Scheffler says his group consulted with lawyers in deciding how to set
the criteria for issuing invitations.

Copyright © 2011, WHO-TV
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| DES MONES, wa (AP) ~ Califomis businessmen (5l
KAREE seys he has Gied 8 conplaint with the Federsl Elaction
Commission sbeut his exchusion from an Republican
prosidential forumn sponscrad by the lowa Falth end Freedom
Cenfiion.

i

{ RS s an openty guy candiaate for S GOP nondnation wd
argued Fdday that he was exciuded becsuse of his seuml

. erientation, tn Ms conpleint rmulied 1o the FEC en Thursday, he

; Srgues e group was in efiect supporting the 15 candidates B
did invite.

* The foremwill e heid in Waukee on March 7.
-_ Giave Schuliar, of ha Fulth and Fresdom Cosltien says hls

his group consulied with tswyers In deciding how 1o st the
aftieria for lssuing Invilaions.
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Man says lowa forum excluding him because A ct:_g ra
he's gay
By MIKE GLOVER, Associated Press SAME exact
Friday, February 25, 2011 :

prescrintion

(02-25) 14:22 PST Des Moines, Iowa (AP) — ’ strer. o

A gay rights activist and Republican presidential hopeful from " °
Californin anys he's filed a eomplaint with the Faderal Eiection
Commission alleging that ke's being excluded from an
upcoming GOP forum in Jowa hecause of his sexual orientation.

Fred Karger, founder of the gxy rights sroup Californiana Against Hate, criticized forum sponsor the Iowa Faxth
and Freedom Coalition during a news conference Friday.

"The party of Abraham Linenln ghould be inglusive antl welecme all to discuss the important issues of today," said
Karger, who is openly gay. "As someone who has been actively involved in Republican politics my entire life and
workad ¢z nihe presidieatial asexymigas, Ihcluding thece as mevior camsultznt to Peesifents Garedd Ford, Gearge
H.W. BRush annd Rosald Reagan I feel I desarve a seat ut the takie.”

In his complaint meiled to the FEC on Thursday, Karger argues the coalition is in effect endorsing the 15 potential
presidential candiddtes it did invite. The forum is scheduled for March 7 at Point of Grace Church in Waukee.

Stewu Bchefiler, presitiont of the Iowa Faith and Freedom Cealition, callex] liarger's comyplaint "specigus and nteerly
withoill mart."

He said the coalition user objective criteria aush as a particjpant’s vialility te comjpete in lows's cancnses,
fundmising ability and past electoral success in selecting who to invite. He said group members consulted with
lawyers in deciding how to set the criteria. '

"We are in full compliance with federal campaign regulations governing such events,” Scheffler said.

Of tixe 15 patemstial exndiglates invitid, featr have confirmed they will be attending: former Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty, former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, former Godfather’s Pizza CEO Herman Cain and former
Louisiunn Gov. Beidy Rounsr.

Kargar said thnre's a long hishmy of ill vill betwican Sebefiier and his groap, painting ta nu e-mail lte reetived knst
May a an example.

"You don't care about transparency — you and the radical homosexual commuiity want to harass supporters of
real marriage,"” Scheffler wrote in the e-mail. "Have you studied our past cancuses — you have no chance here in
Iowa."

Scheffler said it's nonsense to consider an invitation to the group's event as amounting to an in-kind contribution,
because the invitation has no monetary valme.

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/02/25/state/n141706S47.DTL
© 2011 Hearst Communications Inc. | Privacy Policy | Feedback | RSS Feeds | FAQII Site Index | Contact
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Man says Jowa forum
excluding him because
he's gay

By MIKE GLOVER Associated Press
Poaled: 02/25/2011 02:18:54 PM PST
Updated: 02/25/2011 02223:.00 PM PST

DES MOINES, lowa—A gay rights activist and
Republican presidential hopeful from California says
he's filed a complaint with the Federal Election
Commission alleging that he's being excited ¥om
an vpconing GOP forem in lows becarse of his
senual ofaswlon.

Funl Mamgee, faunder of the gay righis; gemng
Qelifossizur Agninat Hate, criticized forum sponsor
the lowa Falth and Freedom Coalition during a news
coniesence Friday.

*The party of Abraham Lincoin should be inclusive
and welcome all to tiscuss the important issues of

tooy.” waid Marger, who is openly gay. "As somaone

who has been actively involved in Republican
polfiks = aniice e cowi worlmd em1 jidio

panaidaniiol cossgwigns, ischaling tinee an ssrifoc
cansaltari tn Preaidas!s Chwaldt Fowd, Gemrge H.W.

Bush and Rezald Reagan | fac! | dasaive a seal al the

tabla.”

in his complaint malled to the FEC on Thursday,
Karger argues the cualitton is in éffect endorsing
the 15 putential presideriinl candiiates i &id invite.
The forum is scheduled for March 7 at Paint of
Grace Church in Waukee.

Stiwe Schelller, pranitiesd uf the lowa Faiih nerd

Freedom Coalition, called Karger's complaint
“specious il ulierly wittawd Fowril.”

He said the coalition used objective critesia such as
a parficipant's viebiity o compete in lowa's
success in selecling who fo invite. He said group
members vonsulted with lawyers in dedidihg how to
set the citrth.

*We are in kil mmnpiimace with federal campaign
regulations goveming such events,” Scheffler said.

Of the 15 pateniial candidates invited, four hnve
confirmed they will be atiending: former Minnesota
Gov. Tim Pawlenty, former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick
Santorum, forimer Godfalfrer’s Mzza CEO Herman
Cain and Nrmer Louisima Goy. Budlly Rosmer.

Karger saill Swwe's a lorg Mistom of ill will between
Scheffler mini hin growe, wirdeg i an e-r=ail
received last May as an example.

“You dont aace ahout transparency—yeu and the
radical homosexual community want to harass
supporters of real marriage,” Scheffier wrote in the
e-mail. "Have you studied our past caucuses—you
have no chasice here in lowa.”

Scheffler weii i's nerresnm to sensiitr an imitaiien
to the graup'a evenhias s sussing 1o ao in-ldei
contribuiion, beanasn themilalion has no
monetary value.
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Frod Karger Files Conmplaint with FEC Following Iowa Exclusion

Republican presidential hopeful Fred Karger says he's being exduded from an upcoming GOP forum in Jowa because he’s gay.
By Winston Glesehe )
Republican presidential hopeful Fred Karger says he's being exciuded from an upcoming GOP forum in lowa because he’s gay.

Kamer.amﬂ“,mmwummlmmmﬂm,mmuamphmmuﬂFederalﬂedlon(.'nmmhdon, saying the Iowa Faith and
Freedom DeBiRien, sporwer =f Bhe fortum schexhBied ¥sr Mien ¥, I8 In @ect endorsing the 15 pouential presidential candieates | 8 inwite.

“The puety of Aiscahiian Linculn shoulsi bre leciesive nined welieme ait ts rimones ¥ae imupelaes issuws of today,” uaid Karger at & mew confersime Rddsy. “&s somssonh
who haa; been ansively lsueives In Rusibiigan peitidas raw entise lifz sad wirhed no nine pensidentisl camprigns, inchisting theos & senitir cansulthe o Presidents
Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan 1 feel ] deserve a seat at the table.”

The Iowa Faith and Freedom Caalition’s presidant, mm.mnmmmmmammmm'mm his organization used
objective crm In selecting who to invite 8nd IS "in fisll compliance with federal campaign regulations govermning such events.”

Karger says this isn't the first ime his group has battied with Scheffler, citing an e-mail he recelved last May. "You don't care about transparency—you and the
radical Agrec=sxus! tonviveurily warll to Nerass soppusin's of resl mesriage,” wwote Scivailer. "Ravel »ea SGRRY our puft canuuses—you Piyve M deesee here in
Iowg."

Karper is ayelng & run for the Ragublican nemination far praskient In 2012,
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By ADAM B SULLIVAN
Special to lowaWatch

A little-known presidential prospect said he will appeal to the federal government and to
his likely opponents in hopes of being included in a Republican presidential debate next
month.

Califomia Republican Fred Karger was the first contender to form an exploratory
committee for the 2012 presidential election and already has staff on the ground in
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lowa. He's made a handful of tripa to lowa and New Hampshire and shot commercials
bath places.

if Karger does officially j jom the race, he'll be the first openly-gay presidential candidate.
So perheps it's unsurprising that the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalitien — a socizlly
conge=ative group =zermed by the lowa Christian Alianee — didn't invite Kasger to a
rafly next month ia \Vaokase. .

Karger says he's being excluded becéuse he'’s gay. At a press conference in Des
Meines on Frday, he called the evant organmr "a bully and a biga!® #2nd announced he -
is calling on fedezal asthorities in intervene.

lowa Christiann Allltmee President Steve Schefiler wasn't available to comment on Friday
aftemoon, but he told The Des Moines Register earlier this year that Karger isn't worthy
of debating the other confenders becauss he only focuses on gay issues.

*He's gai one lanue arid in my apirsan that dors axt sseice bim b narous ot Inyjitimate
candidate,” Scheffler said.

The Karger camp says that's not a good enough reason. In a letter to the Federal
Election Commission, Karger alleges that because lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition
o:gamzers haven't disclosarl how thay determined who ta invite to the forum, the group
is illegally supporting participants.

“IScheffler] dossn't like me or my beliels, 30 Fred Kzrger is net ihvited,” Karger said.
“Theze is no specific politieal arilesia used like other sponsors of debates and forums
use.” .

While Kargar doesn'it shy away fram his statas as a gay Republican that has fusled
much of his media attention, he fights the single-issue label.

“l want to focus on education and the economy — | come from California where
unemployment is 12 percent,” he said. "I want to work on.the issues that are important
to my community, but Pve talked about dozens of other issues.

The consenditive orjanizatien said in a statement to the lowea independent, tirit forum
imiitrtions sveie brased on viability, fuxd naising atiiity, and prior elantoeral sanceess:

“Any claim by Mr. Karger that the lowa Faith & Freedom Coalition’s Spring Kick-off
canstitutes en in-kind contribution ta the campaigns of as-yal undeciarad presidential
candidates is specious and utterly without merit.”

A federal election law expert said groups generally rely on objective criteria to exclude-
fringe candidates, but it's mot uncommon for certain politicians to be left out.

“Youlll vee planty of debates that include aniy tw front-runners,” Paul S. Ryan, a
lawyer with the Campaign Legal Center in Washington D.C., told lowaWatch. “There
might bir 15 empdicintes bat nemy. debnise reight inchinie only four or fra of thoss. And |

. think fisat’s in the public intarest. these's nut muah geod that woaid come ont of an hour

or hour-and-a-half debate between 15 people.”

Organizers snubbed candidates a handful of times dirring the last election cyclesAlan
Keyeés, a former U.S. diplomat, ahd Rep. Buncan Hunter, R-California, were denied
invitatiorrs to events because debate eporrsors said their pofting rumbers were too low.

Among the Demcerats, formar Aiasiar Gov. Miro Gravel and Rep. Dennis Kucinich,
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D-Ohia, were each left out of a few debates for poor poll showings or based on
réquirements that candidates hire campaign staffers or rent office space in contentious
states. Some on the left criticized the. Des Maines Register for excluding them.

Those cases all include objective criteria for who was invited. Perhaps more
contvaversial, thougH, veas tive Republican Jewish Coalition’s Uecision net to invite Rep.
Ron Paul, R-Texas, to a 2007 evant. Paul supgportess griticizaid the Jewish greup, saging.
the congressman was excladed becaune he bus fraquently apposed aid to lseaml. Sti,
fedaral elestinns aptharitice didn’t intervane.

if the Federal Elections Commission doesn't side with Karger in advance of the March 7
event, the self-described Independent Republican hopes the ather passible candidates
will stick up for him.

in @ I8tter to the 15 expected forum attendees — most of whom had made far fewer
moves toward a presidential run — Karger wrote:

Aa somenne whe has baan aotively invelvad in Republican politics my entire
life and worked on nine Presidential campaigns including three as a senior
consuliant to Presidents Gesald Ford, Gaprge H.W. Bush and Ronald
Reagan, | feel | deserva a saat at the table.

The Party of Abraham Lincoln should be inclusive and welcome all to
discuss the important issues of today. Our mation is at a pivotal point, and |
would hope that you would support my effort to speak at the lowa Faith and
Freedom Codlition Forum.

An lowa political expext says it's not likely the ether Repuizicans — inisding big namée
like Sarah Palin, Mitt Remney, and Mike Huckabee — will align with a candidate who is
so vocal about gay issues.

“People aren't going to jump into the fray with him if that's his main thing,” said' Tim
Hagle, an assocrate processor in the University of lowa’s political science program. “You
golta hewe more than one issue here. it's gotta be more than that.”
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Gay GOP Presidential Contender Shut Out of First

Towa Debate

No matter how hopeless the candidate, Ralph Reed's lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition invites every potential 2010
GOP presidential cantender to the first debate of the campaign—everyone, that is, but Fred Karger.

By Stephanic Mnciter | Tue Mar. 1, 2011 £:56 AM PST

Former Christian Coalition whiz-kid Ralph Reed's new Faith and Freedom Coalition [1] wili be hosting the first major
mt&h@?ZOlstﬂenﬁdmaanhlmPre_t'lymuchanyomwho'sﬂgxessedevmammte
interest in running has been invited to attend: John Thune, Rick Santorum [2], Newt Gingrich, Ron Paul, even

ter and forn ew Mexico governor Gary Johnson [3] have all received invites, even though there's almost
no chance any of them will win the GOP nomination, much less make it to the White House. (Thune, in fact, bas
announced that he isn't running,) Which is why Fred Karger [4]is so miffed.

The first opgnly eay Republican jo make 5 run for the White Hous [S]e, Karger has already startéd a presidential
exploratory committee, hired staff in lowa and New Hampshire, where he's been running TV ads, and has been profiled
in major 1hedia oatlets for launching his serious campaign. Bat nene of tinse things, apparemily, vers ennugh: t1
convince conservative Christion activist Steve Scheffler, the arganiser of the Inveu event, to invite Karger in the
presidential fomm. Karger's pretty sure that it's because he's gay. Last week, Karger asked the Federal Election
Commyssion to investigate Scheffler and the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition [6] far violating federal election laws.

In Ids complaint to the FRC [7], Karger argues that tlie lowa i'omm, if considered a debate, bas used arbitrary criteria
fordecidingonwhumouﬁidyaﬂi'cipme, in violstion of explicit rules. If the FEC decides that the event—desigzod in
more of a meet and greet format—isn't a debate, then Karger says it still violates the ban on corporate contributions
because the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition would be breaching its nonprofit tax status by endorsing some
candidates over others (namely Karger). Beenmethe lumforunw:llbe heldonMatch? Kmagerlusaskwme
FEC for an expodited ruling.

Karger and Scheffler have some history. [8] Back in May, Scheffler, one of lowa's two members of the Republican
National Committee, sent Karger an email saying:

You don't care about transparency—you and the radical homosexual community want to harass supporters
of REAL marriage. 1 am the Republican Natiomal Committeemarn: for lowa. As a private citizen and
kmwing litemlly thouaarile of gancus geens, 1 will work overtime to help ensure that your political
aspirations are aborted right here in Jowa. Have you studied our past caucuses—you have NO chance here
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in Jowa!”

~
s

“m the Des Moines Register asked Scheffler about his email [9], he was unapologetic, responding, "I'm going to call

_a spade a spade.” So perhaps it's no surprise that Scheffler declined to invite Karger.to participate. Karger has been

relentlessly lobbying for weeks for an invite, even petitioning Ralph Reed himself when the two were in Washington
attending the Conservative Political Action Conference [10] in Jariuary. But Karger's appeals were for naught, which
might be all the better for his campaign: Getting shut out of the forum has given him a good reason to hold press
conferenees ard pubiibize his earpmign while highlighting U pettiness of the GOP foot soldiers. He's cronted a
websitr: calin] www.LetFredin.com {11] tn genenite an onslapght of petitiams to Sclefiler to pameatie him to clmngs

It is possible. Scheffler has also in the past dissed potential presidential candidate and Mississippi Governor Haley
Barbour for his comments suggesting that the GOP ought to declare a truce in the culture wars and that he would
support pro-choice Republicans for office. Last year, Scheffler informed Barbour he was "toast” in lowa should he
decide to run in 2012. But Scheffler apparently decided to plug his nose and invite Barbour to the March forum
anyway. If he can survive an hour in the same space as Barbour, Scheftier could probably bring himself to shake hands
with a gay Republican.
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Upcoming Towa presidential forum excludes gay Republican
candidate

By Amanda Carey - The Daily Caller 922 AM 03/05/20§ 1
ADVERTISEMENT

'ﬁnlowal’aithmdedomCoalition(lFl?C)phmmhostam_ﬁ_alfommonMonday,March7.Asptesident‘mlfommp,thismis
considered a big deal. It's the first time prospective 2012 Republican candidates will appear together and it takes place in the great state of
loava.— home b the lbwa exous. :

So far, Rick Santcrum, Buddy Roemer, Herman Cain, Tim Pawlenty and Newt Gingrich have signed on to attend. Haley Barbour, Mitch
Danicls, Mike Huckabee, SanhPalm,RmPauLij!_g!mM&ePence,lolmnme.GaryhhmnandlolmBqumwueallalso
invited.

The forum isn't a debate. Rather, it’s a meet-and-greet, where potential candidates wiil give a 10-miiute pitch vo the mation’s first vovers.
SteveSchefﬂer,pluldentofﬂ\eCoalm recently commented on the event, saying the 2012 election has the “most wide-open field in 50
yenn.” And ammuiing te & Decantioe 2010 Wail Staset Jounml giony, Svheifler sata mvummsbﬂnmnhldmmw “anyoms who
has expressed the slightest interest in the 2012 Republican nomination.”

But one ppiential candidate is being kept out of the famm.

Republican from California who was among the first to launch a presidential exploratory committee and run in
ads in lowa and New Hampshire, has been barred from pasticipating in the event.

" The reason? According to Karger, it’s because he is gay.

“THere smmlﬁc.gugﬁ_nmemmnd lilsz otlier spansors of dehdtes eod forenns use,” said Karger in a statement. “[...] By excluding
one possible candidate, he [Scheffler] is in fact making an ‘in-kind’ contribution to all those who are participating.”

According to Karger, Scheffler also sent him a ‘disturbing” email last May. in which he wrote, “[you and the radical homosexual
community want tg harass supporters of REAL masriage. | am the Repobliean National Cammitteeman for lowa ... I will wark avertime to
helpensnrrthatyou'pohnc..l aspizations are aborted right here in lowa.”

As a response, Karger filed an official complaint with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) just last week, arpuing that Scheffler was
vmhtmgwnpa:gﬂhmmhws.ﬂeevenlaunchedawebne,mtﬁedlnwn wim;xppmms-mugnapemmwmninghgw's

. participation in the forum. °

th_onucoed by The Daily Caller, Karger said “No, I’'m not going to go if I’m not invited,” but he wasn’t going to give up on getting an
invitation.

He even has back-up plase reservations to-Jowa Sunday night. Just in case.

When asked by TheDC, why Karger was being excluded from the forum, Scheffler simply said, "Look;tourqlmeontllelm
Independent.™ o

Presumably, &heﬁuMMguWMwintbelndepaﬂeMonFeb. 24: “Potential candidates were invited based on an objective
criteria nfi visility, fundraisimg :iity, aesl tnior glestoral muxess with advice frrm legal counsel. We are in full compliance with federal .
campaign regnlations goveming such events.”

Karger tald TheDC the FEC did acknowledge receiving the complmm and the agency promised to issue “some kmd of statement” within
days. .

So far, none of the other participants in Monday’s forum have expressed suppart for his efforts, said Karger, though Republican Rep. Ron
Paul of Texas was also excluded from the event four years ago.
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Five possible 'Republica’n candidates for president to attend Iowa
forum

By Will Rahn - The Daily Caller 1227 AM 03/07/2011
ADVERTISEMENT

'l‘helowa]-failh MFWWMBpMMmhMaMMMIMUMMMMn@L

Fowmer Hemse Speaker Nesst Gingrich, l’n-er Paxmaybania Sen, Rick Sscioran, fosmer Godfsther’s Rinza CEO Hemmxan éal:r, fusmer
Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, and former Louisiana Gov. Buddy Roemer are all expected to attend the event at the Point of Grace Church
in Wakee, hanEﬂtﬂhwlomnmumﬂanWhﬂwﬂlmmethunc s Republicas:

Steve Schefikr, aNanmachpublimnconmwetmnandladeroﬂhegFanhandFmdomCoaMon,basbilledtbeevmus"lhe
Iarp&pthenngofpm-fmmly,vnhles-mmdedvote:smthespmgonml According to their website, the IFFC is a non-profit,
non-partisan organization that advocates for “integrity in government, high moral values, constitutional authority, and Christian principles.”
TheBC,_repurted o Saturday that Calfornia businessmen and povsntial Republican candidass Fred Karger was not invited to the event.
Kamger, wha is apemly gaiy, smys i hin-nlhnsuullm-lnlmwnben-mfm&csnuhmdIusf-linnomi-wi-hl-‘edeml
Elections Commission.

NemWar'slowame\iﬂlbeﬂnﬁtstMenofﬂnzonMgmm.

Article printed from The Daily Caller — Breaking News, Opinion, Research, and Entertainment: bttp:/dailycaller.com
URL to article: bttp://dailycaller.com/2011/03/07/five-possible-republican-candidates-for-president-to-attend-iowa-forum/
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Iowa’s Faith and Freedom Coalition, a leading social conservative group in the leadoff caucus
state, ks invieed 12 Repni)lman presideitial prespuets to what oo far is the first group ferum in
thu staie of the 2012 campaign. Te event Is :nt for Manth 7 at 5 church in & weate:m Des
Mboines-arna subirb.

The group, headed by Republican National Committee member Steve Scheffler of West Des
Moines, sent invitatians Dec. 31 to Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour, Indiana Gov. Mitch
Daniels, former 1].S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee,
former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, Texas Congressman Ron Paul, former Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty, Indiarma Congressman Mike Pence, former Peansylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, Sonth Dakota Sta1. John Thuse.

Those 11 oftun sppear on lists of GOP figums weighing 2012 bids. Anotier, a name increasingly
popular in tea party circles, is Herman Cain, the former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza.

Former United Nations Ambassador John Bolton, who has said he is weighing a 2012 campaign,
is expected to receive an invitation to the event, although lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition
planners had not yet sent one.

The event, at Point of Grace church in Waukee, is beiag billed as the first such group guthering
of 2012 prospects in Iowa, expected to host the leadoff presidential caucuses in a little more than
a year. The forum is not a debate, but will afford prospective presidential candidates a chance to
maks a spiech 1o coservative activists. There is'no guestion ed answer gession plaoned for
thase GOP hopefuils who attend.

Fred Karger, a gay-rights activist and veteran California-based political consultant, complained
that he was not invited. Karger has visited Iowa five times, formed a presidential exploratory
committee and hired an Iowa campaign staffer.

Scheffler said Karger’s facus on gay rights makess him a marpinal candidite. In Jowa, social and
evangelical consorvatives form the core of ifie Republivan caucus base.

“He’s got one issue and in my opinion that does not make him a serious or legitimate candidate,”
Schefiler said.

Tags: Haley Barbour, Herman Cain, Jowa caucuses, Jowa Faith and Freedom Coalition, John
Bolton, Mike Huakabee, Mike. Pence, Mijch I\gniels. mitt ppmney, Newt Gingrich, Rick
Santerum, Ron Paul, Sarah Palin, Tim Pawlenty
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: lowa’s new generation gap

By: Maggie Habenman
March 9, 2011 0038 PMEST

DES MOINES, IOWA — A political generation gap among lowa caucus-goers is emerging
as the 2012 campaign gets under way, with mahy younger veters ¢iting the nation's fiscal
situalion as their main focus, while older Republicans cite social issues.

Interviews in lowa this week during the state's first big event of the presidential campaign
season, the lowa Faith and Freedom Coalition forum, showed a trend — repeated
references to the econoiny from voters under the age of fifty.

Far itvase abosse that lirre, tise mmjcséty saki a candidste's siarnd issnes like abortion and
gay marriage were their litmus tests.

. Pam Calaway, 40, dascribed herself as a “strong Cﬁristian' and is a teacher at a local
; religious school, but she promptly cited "fiscal jssues” as what she's watching for right now
- as she starts to scout out her candidates.

- “ hope that we could find someone who's [he total package,” she sald.

Another attendee at the Faith and Freedom Coalition event, who gave her age as 30 but
dedlined ta yive hen name becasse shes warks for tha state gmvernment, said, "Fm not one
of those [who focuses on only social issues.] ... A lot of these people are retired and it's not

. as big a deat to tham if | naed & jol. They can stay heme and fixale on that goy marmriage

thing."

"Obviously, our main focus, and really the younger focus, is the debt and the deficit,”
Natalie Ginty, who's running for chair of the state federation of college Republicarrs, said
shortly after Tim Pawlenty paid a visit to lowa State University in Ames.

"We're much more concemed with finge that witl deal with our future,” Gikty seftl, adding

: that u focus on soclal ssues is "net on the agenda for us. ... Our discassioits mainly deal
" with tatking aaout the butiget and how we :ze going te imprges thet."

But Bok Kaldenberg, 70, sakl he favared Pawleaty anri Rick Saritarum baacauee of "their
_ views and past history.” Saatorum, he said, had always staod out to him for his time in the
~ U.S. senate fighting against abartion. .

_ State GOP chairman Matt Strawn said he could see from personal experience as a

37-year-old fhther of three how "tenuous finances can be when you have lo jaggle” the
concems of fanly costs such as schoals oould foree that to the foreground.

"Despite record corn and bean prices, record land prices, we see people that are awfully

werrias,” he said.

. IRIDES
© 2011 Capitol News Company, LLC W E SNy
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New Republic: In Iowa, Did The GOP Prove Worthy"

by ED KILGORE

March 9, 2011 edsize A A A

Edla'lgoralsaspeclalcanaspondemrorTMNew
Republic.

On Monday night, the 2012 Republican primary
kicked off in earnest. The occasion was an lowa
forum sponsored by Ralph Reed's Faith ard
Freedom Coaition, which is eager to ensure that
the Christian RRgitt () Falph Reed, who i
launching his swm comeisach) maintains a promirwg
i T — indeed, mn absaitivly oxalwesning — plaoe in
Jp) Eniarge Steve Pope/Cetty inages  the decision-making prooess of the GOP. This

Former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum speaking at the lowa Faith  “"cattie call” vias held ia a briuhtly eolerod subodian
and Freedom Coaktion on Monday. Five Republicans megachurzh ia Waukae, lowa, known locally far

considering a run for president in 2012 presented ttremsaives . . .

1o hundrads of ectivizts at the event having a rockin' pastor and praise band. It was a

strange event, full of partisan red meat, but also
off-kiltar due to the fact that several major figuras in this election’s sacial-conservative psychadrama, Rike
Huckabes, Mich Danials, Sarah Palin, and Michele Bachmann, were not in attendar=e. What thi: salierme
did witness was an eclectic group of conservative sinners jockeying against stich ether — anii the abses
ghusts listed nasve — in kojes st sxbliy diftoongiating #iemseves In lite uwes of Christlan ciosenratives.

Obmscure talk-show hast and fesmer pizza magnate Harmoan Gain was aclually the rost naturel He
managed to act as something of a stand-in for Serah Palin and Michele Bachmann, evincing a snug:
synthesis of the old Christian Right and the new Tea Party, and fluently tying together attacks on legalized
abortion with cleims that iberals were trying to turn America into the “United States of Europe.” But who
cared? With several more appealing, more electable Christians waliting in the wings, his fluency seemed a
moot point.

Former Hause Speaker Newet Ginmsinh opied 4 bury his mudieron in ohifingly wirect itmioric akeat the cianh
between seculiarisan &nd Christianity. He referred to the oppoeition st as "Bharals” or "Demasrats” but os
"secuier socialists™; compared the current partisan conflict to the buildup before the Civil War; and
promised that two of his first four executive orders as president would deal with abortion, while a third
would mave tha U.S. ambassy in lsrael to Jerusalem (a guaranieed anplause ne among staunchly
pro-lsrael evangelicals). It saemed aimost enough to distract the audience fram his less-than-stetiing family
values.

Ex-Senator Rick Santorum spent most of his speech dwelling on His role in the Right t Life movement,
even going so far as to deciare R & goed thing Bwt BAl Clinton vetoed two bils banring partial-birth
abartions busause the prosedure’s mgality served ss agitprop fur garwra! epposiion to legalized abertion:
{(George W. Bush finally signed a bill on this subject, which Santorum had originally sponsored.) Had he
waved a fetus poster right there at the podium, it would not have been surprising.

The most unusual speech of the evening was dalivered by former Louisiana Governor Buddy Roemer, hest
known for a failed 1991 re-election campaign that teed up the infamous "race from hell" nunoff between Ed
Edwards and David Duke (Roemer wryly noted in his speech that he narrowly lost, but Edwards and Duke
both wound up in the penitentiary). Roemer’s shtick is to refuse to accept campaign contributions over



$100, and he tried to frame his assault against "special interest” money as a moral issue, even going so far
as to blast lowa's beloved ethanol subsidy as a symbol of corruption and Big Government. This attracted
hearty, charitable applause, of the kind that brooks no commitment whatsoever.

Perhaps the most consequential talk of the night was given by Tim Pawlenty, who is trying to frame himself
as a gowd alturnative lor Chrictian eomservatives, in case their more visceral chamgions fall to enter the
raog or ta ghin trantica. He is clearly tryina ée figure ost the rigit trude of speaking to the Fepoblinan buvn
witheut appearig tce hisnd — oo this tise he just spoke extiesrely /owdly and quednd & mnch seriptire
as paardge. Pautienty did duftly employ cen of the Christians Right's mast polent og whisties, minsing
miitiple times o the fine in the Diacleration of Indapendence which says thet people are "endewed by thair
creator™ with inalienabla rights. (The implication is that religion and "natural rights.” Le., the rights of the -
unborn or absolute property rights, can be sneaked into the Constitution via their alleged presence inthe
Declaration.) But, by and large, Pawlenty did not manage to give off the impression of an ardent cutture
warrior who chews malls for breakfast — something he wif have to perfect if he wants to.caphalize on the
political opening available for him in 2012,

Meaawhile, avesryinne was bajging an Miich Daniels, who is looking less and less like a viable lowa
candidate. Early onin the event, Ralph Reed directly alluded to Daniels's belief that Republicans should
declage 2 "trice” in the auiture wars by trashing it; end oaarly everyonn who stnad at tha podium attemiptnd
to make it dlear hs didnt buy the idaa that thg "Rad Menace" of deht — in Danials's ghrese -~ shauld
motivate them to stop taking about abortion or same-sex merriage or secularism.

The moad of Ralph Reed's forum was instructive. Religious conservaltives are not about to be consigrexd to
the background of Mepuliicas politivs, particulerly in lowa witzre — as Rmed remindéd the sudience —
they are in a position to dominate the caucuses. There was no appetite for talk of compromise or dialogue
with ie Democrats, and casitdates ¥ke Dawiels, or ever Pawlenty, se=m Ike they rnight face &
disadvarage if they #o net sharpen thelr red-meat delivery. After the Tea Partw victeftes of 2010, the
atrmasphare of #ho emni wes wabusindly traephaist. It was a signal that casmvative: will bis highly
energiaed in 2012 —. bt perhiaps adan owvar-coafident.

Related NPR Stories

* Patential GOP Presidential Candidates Visit iowa March 8, 2011

- Speculation Grows Over 2012 GOP Candidates March 2, 2011

* A Year Out From lowa Caucuses, It's Anybody's Game Feb. 18, 2011
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